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The PoLITIcAL LIE, Sc. 
EE author of the following ſheets is a 
| man who can ſee an error in his greateſt _ 
friend; and do juſtice to the merit f 
his greateſt enemy. Mr. Pitt has been for many 
years a molt exalted character, in his opinion; 
and yet he is far from thinking but what Mr. Pitt 
has imperfections. His opinion, however, of 
this great man, he would have modeſtly conſined 
to himſelf, had not the favours with which the 
ſovereign has juſt been pleaſed to diſtinguiſh him, 
raiſed à clamour no leſs unjuſt than univerſal 
through the kingdom, and rendered it abſolutely 7 
neceſſary to remind the public that the ca U 
Chatham has acted in no manner "derogatory to 
the conſequence of Mr. Pitt. 80080 


\ 


The public, prints, for ſome days paſt, have 
been replete with low-minded malice, and ig- 
norant ſcurrility; the conductors of the preſs, 
that exalted palladium of our lives and liberties, 

have baſely deſerted the deſign of their on in- 
ſtitution, and ſought, by every deſpicable artifice, 
to wound the character of a perſonage, whom: - 
they themſelves have for feveral years paſt been 
celebrating as the moſt perfect criterion of pa- 
triotic virtue; infamouſly eſpouſing thoſe: pre- 
judices which it was their immediate duty to 
condemn, they readily gave room to every ſhaft, 
either of a repining envy, or a diſappointed male- 
volence; and ſacrificed both their juſtice as 
writers, and their generoſity as men, for the 
important conſideration of raiſing their reſpective - 
papers an additional half quire, and gaining a 
ne {et of readers at the Horſe-ſhoe and Magpye 
or the Gooſe and Gridiron, But though the 
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unmanly, the . machinations of theſe 
worthy gentlemen, have made ſome impreſſion 
on the minds of the unthinking and the credu- 
Jous, tis to be hoped that the candid and the 
intelligent, will ſtill exert a right of judging for 
themſelves; and that the crude, indigeſted re- 
preſentations of a news- paper compiler, will be 
treated with that contempt which is due to the 
general contraction of the author's heart, and the 
cuſtomary narrowneſs of his abilities. 
That the reader, however, may not here ima- 
gine I deſign to treſpaſs upon his patience with a 
dull unmeaning exclamation againſt the little- 
minded venality of news- paper eſſayiſts, I'ſhall, 
in the courſe of the following ſheets, take a re- 
troſpect of Mr. Pitt's conduct, from his firſt ap- 
pearance in a public character, down to the 
Preſent time; and this I ſhall do with all the bre- 
vity I can, as the kingdom requires little more 
than a bare mention of occurrences, to be put 
in mind of its obligations. I ſhall next co 
ider the foundation of the preſent popular c 
againſt him, and conclude with ſome animad- 
verſions of a general nature, which, I flatter 
myſelf, will not be totally loft upon the conſi- 
Aerate part of the public. 
M.ͤrr. Pitt, for fo I ſhall call him, as the name 
moſt familiar both to myſelf and my readers, is 
grandſon to Mr. Pitt, formerly an Eaſt- India 
governor, and ſurnamed Diamond Pitt, from: 
very large diamond which he brought home with 
him to England. The preſent object of our en- 
quiry, was born in Dorſetſhire, but was a younger 
ſon; his education was liberal, though his pa- 
trimony was ſmall; and, perhaps, to "the ſmall: 
neſs of that patrimony his riſe may be attributed, 
ſince it obliged him to a proper exertion of his 
extraordinary abilities, 


country. 


Diſcovering a very eaterprizing genius, at a 
very early age he obtained a ſeat in the Houſe 
of Commons; but having ſcarcely more than 
what afforded a parliamentary qualification, 


his friends procured him a cornetcy of horſe, 


which was no unſeaſonable addition to his cir- 
cumſtances. The profits ariſing from his com- 


miſſion, however, were of no long duration; for 


that exerted principle of independence, which 
has ever continued to influence his actions, lead» 
ing him to ſupport a motion in the year 1737 
for encreaſing the annual allowance of his royal 
highneſs Frederick, prince of Wales, he fell 
under the diſpleaſure of the miniſtry, and his 
little cornetcy was infamouſly taken from him 


by Walpole. 1 


The reduction of his circumſtances, how 
ever, betrayed him into no acts of littleneſs; 
and, though he was of an age in which the ge- 
nerality 5 young fellows launch out into extra- 
vagant diſſipations, he confined himſelf, with a 
fortitude that did him the greateſt honour, within 
the ſcanty limits of his income - and exerted 
himſelf with ſuch ſuccceſs againſt the adminiſ- 

traction in his parliamentary charater, as pro- 
cured him the general admiration of his 


g 


Indeed, it was no way ſurpriſing, to find a 
man poſſeſſed of ſuch talents for elocution, a 
maſterly orator ; for, -join'd to a very compre- 
henſive genius, Mr. Pitt was endued with a 


manner irreſiſtibly convictive; his voice was 


manly and full; his countenance keen and ex- 
preſſive; his conceptions juſt and important; 
and his diction ſo aſtoniſhingly powerful, that 
it rolled with the impetuoſity of a torrent, and 
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inſtantly overwhelmed the moſt formidable of 
his enemies. If he wanted any requiſite, it was 
that elegance of addreſs which we ſignify by the 
term grace—but what he ſuffered in this reſpect 
was amply made up by his energy ; and, while 
others gradually ſtole upon our attention, he 
entered into an argument at once with ſuch a 
degree of weight and perſpecuity, as never Halled 
to command it. 

In the year 1740, when the Seamens Bill was 
agitated in the houſe, Mr. Pitt, with ſeveral 
other patriotic members, ſtrenuouſly oppoſed 
the inſtitution of a law ſo diametrically oppoſite 
to all the principles of the Britiſh conſtitution. 
In this famous debate, Mr. Pitt ſignalized him- 
ſelf ſo remarkably, that Mr. Horace Walpole 
thought proper to attack him with an ungentle- 
manly perſonalty of ſarcaſm, reflecting upon his 
youth, and ſaying, that the inveſt! cation of truth 

was but little promoted by the affectation of A 

theatrical geſture, an elevated tone, and a pomp- 
ous arrangement of words. To this, Mr. Pitt 
immediately replied, © that he would not un- 

&«-dertake to determine whether youth could be 

* juſtly imputed to any man as a reproach ; but 

* he inſiſted, that the wretch who had ſeen the 
*. conſequence of reiterated errors, and ſtill con- 
c tinued to blunder, and whoſe age only added 
obſtinacy to ſtupidity, did not deſerve that his 

s grey hairs ſhould exempt him from the uni- 
«-yerlal ſcorn of the kingdom; much leſs did 
the hoary ſinner merit the eſteem of mankind, 
ho, as he advanced in age, receded from 
virtue, and encreaſed the enormity of his 
v erimes as he was diveſted of temptation; proſ- 
8 * tituted his principles for money, which he 
338 ; | ce * never 
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4 never could enjoy, and ſpent the miſerabe 
<« dregs of his life in the deſtruction of his 
& country.“ 1 | 
Mr. Pitt, though he had rendered himſelf not 
a little obnox1ous to the court, was, nevertheleſs, 
when the political Caſtor and Pollux took upon 
them the principal direction of affairs, in the 
memorable year 1746, appointed to the lucrative. 

Ine cure of an Iriſh Vice-Treaſurer-ſhip ; and, not 
long after, promoted to the ſtill more profitable 
employment of Paymaſter- general to the Forces, 
and ſworn in a Privy Counſellor. In time of 
war, the Paymaſter-ſhip of the Forces is gene- 
rally looked upon as the moſt advantageous 
office in the kingdom; and even in time of peace, 
tis ſeldom rated at leſs than a clear 50001. a year. 

19 Yet narrow as Mr, Pitt's private fortune was at 
* that period known to be, he diſchagged the 
1 duties of this place with a degree of diſintereſt- 

_ ednelſs that forced his very enemies to admire. 
him;  abridging a number of yery conſiderable. 
perquiſities, which had for many years been 

ranted to his predeceſſors; and ſetting an ex- 
1 ample of moderation to all cotemporary and ſuc- 

19 ceeding miniſters, which we are infinitely ſorry 
a to inform the reader produced ſcarce a ſingle 

inſtance of imitation. The whole world ap- 
lauded the action; but few. cared to copy it: 

for though all might be fond of popularity, there 
were none who would purchaſe it at ſo great an 
expence, The kingdom, however, from the 

moment it ſaw ſuch convincing proofs of his 

integrity, diſtinguiſhed him by the molt. im- 

plicit marks of confidence and affection , and it 

was enough ever after, to render an adiminil- 
OF e a ati arent tration 
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tration ſuſpected, if he was not appointed to 


ſome very principal employment. 


The paltry peace of Aix-la-Chapelle being 


uickly followed by a recommencement of ho 
tilities, ſir Thomas Robinſon reſigned the ſeals as 
Secretary of State, and his late majeſty, beſtowing 
them on Mr. Henry Fox (the preſent lord Hol- 
land) a gentleman between whom and Mr. Pitt 


an oppoſition had almoſt conſtantly ſubſiſted, the 
latter threw up his al -maſter-generalſhip, not 
chooſing to act in a ſubordinate capacity, to a 


man who purſued a ſyſtem of politics ſo evi- 


dently oppoſite to what he conſidered the public 
welfare. Beſides, he probably thought it an 


indignity, that his profeſſed opponent ſhould be 


lifted above him in the adminiſtration, after he 
had diſcharged the offices which he hitherto held, 
ſo highly to the ſatisfaction of the whole king- 


dom. Be this latter ſuggeſtion as it may, 


Mr. Pitt had no reafon whatſoever to ſuppoſe - 


that any compliment was intended to him by the 


promotion of Mr. Fox. That miniſter coin- 


cided with the king's favourite view, the defence 


of Hanover; and, therefore, naturally ſtood high 
in the eſteem of a ſovercign who was influenced 
by ſo ſtrong a prediction for the place of his 


nativity. Whereas, Mr. Pitt had oppoſed all 


continental connections, with ſo uncealing a ſe- 


dulity, and thwarted the crown with ſuch bold- 


neſs, in the moſt tender of all its wiſhes, that 
he could not be inſenſible how perſonally unac- 
ceptable he was at that time in the eye of his 


majeſty. His reſignation, therefore, was no 
leſs prudent on the one hand, than it was ſpi- 


rited on the other; and was perfectly conſiſtent 
| with 
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with that dignity of ſentiment which ha hab 


down as the unalterable guide of his actions. 
The meaſures taken, during Mr. Fox's admi- 
niſtracion, to carry on the war againſt France, 
were, in general, ſo miſerably, planned, and ſo 
wretchedly executed, that the affairs of Great 
Britain wore a moſt alarming aſpect, and nothing 
but terror and ſurprize were ſeen in the remoteſt 
corners of the kingdom. Petrified almoſt with 
the apprehenſion of an inſtant invaſion, an army 
of mercenaries, were brought over from Ger- 
many to protect us; and, while every generous- 
minded Engliſhman was inflam'd with an honeſt 


indignation at ſuch an inſult, both upon the 


courage and the loyalty of the kingdom, we 
received the agreeable intelligence of having 
loſt Minorca in the Mediterranean, and Oſwego 
in America: add to all this, that the able and 
upright Mr. Legge was turned out of the Ex- 
chequer, where he preſided with ſo much repu- 
tation, for adviſing a judicious change of publie 
meaſures, and laying the national diſtreſſes to 
their proper account. 5 1 adrt 
The people of Great Britain, who ſhare the 
common infirmities of all exalted minds, I mean 
that of being extravagantly elated at the ſmalleſt 
dawn. of ſucceſs, and ſeverely, mortiſied at the 
leaſt ſtroke of adverſity, were, at this period, out- 
rageous in their complaints againſt the miniſtry, 
The city of London ſet an example to all the 
other corporations, in a moſt ſpirited addreſs to: . 
their repreſentatives, loudly lamenting the poſ- 
ture of public affairs, and earneſtly exhorting 
their members to make a minute-enquiry into 
the cauſe of the general diſtreſs. In ſhort, as 
the blunders of the adminiſtration were notorious, 
: | the 


Ef 
the murmur of the people was univerſal; and 
Mr. Fox, finding himſelf utterly unable to wea- 
ther the riling ſtorm, be ſhewed one act of pru- 
dence, by retiring from the helm, and ſoffering 
the management of the veſſel to be placed in 
much more judicious hands. 

On Mr. Fox's reſignation, the AK ſyſtem 
of: the miniſtry being unhinged, Mr. Pitt and 
Mr. Legge were, by the unanimous voice of 
the nation, called into power, and the hopes of 
Great Brita once more began to revive. T he 


„ 


— his blood and treaſure of the nation, 
in a quarrel with which it had no manner of 
connexion, ſoon diſobliged the ſovereign by re- 
fuſing to cover his Electoral Dominions; and 


their enemies naturally made uſe of every op- 


portunity to repreſent their patriotic regard for 


the intereſt of Great Britain, as a want of in- 


Elination to ſerve him. The mind once foured 


is but too apt to imbibe an unfavourable im- 


reſſion: and, in proportion as we are thwarted 


in ſome darling expectation, in proportion we 


are ready to believe the inſinuations of envy or 
Prejudice, againſt the perſon who prevents that 

expectation from being indulged. The beſt are 
not always proof againſt this infirmity ; and fatal 


experience unhappily convinces us, that mo- 


narchs are no more exempted from failings than 
the humbleſt claſſes of men. Every day, there- 


fore, the ſovereign was gratified with ſome freſh. 
complaiur againſt his new miniſters ; they were 


ainted as ignorant and preſumptuobs; and the 
character found but too implicit a belief: ne- 


£ een Mr. Pitt ſtill continued under all the 
| diladvantages, 
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diſadvantages, not only. of a powerful faQtivl 


àgainſt him, but even under a certainty of 
having forfeited the Royal Favour, to labour in 
the ſervice of the public. He knew the prince 


had been, miſted into an erroneous ſyſtem. of 


Politics, by.. the infamous ſervility of former 
miniſters; he alſo knew that, to promote his in- 
tereſt as king of Great Britain, was infinitely 
more to his ma jeſty's welfare, than to ſtudy for 
his Aenne as Elector of Hanover, On 
theſe accounts, like a faithful ſubject to his king, 


and an honeſt citizen to his country, he pra- 


ſecuted fuch meaſures as were beſt calculated for 
the mutual happineſs of both; and notwithſtand- 
ing all the oppoſition he met with, the Militia 
Pill, which was conſidered as laying the axe to 


the root of all continental connexions, was for- 


tunately carried, during the ſhort duration of 
his power, through the, indefatigable aſſiduity, 
and uremitting fortitude of the miniſter. _ B 

means of this ſalutary bill, the neceſſity of a 
ſtanding army was entirely removed, the fear of 
an invaſion rendered totally chimerical, and the 


kingdom put into a conſtitutional capacity of 


maintaining her rights, and enforcing. her laws 


againſt every foreign or domeſtic enemy. 


Mr. Fox reſigned the ſeals of Secretary t the 
latter end of October, 1756; and on thefourth of 
December following, Mr. Pitt was appointed in 


his room. Three days before this appointment, 


the foreign mercenaries were ordered home by 
his majeſty? directions; but the king foreſeeing 
that the Britiſh war with France would inevitably 
lead the French to make an attack upon his 
German territories, he ſent Mr. Pitt with a meſ- 
ſage to the Houſe of Commons, on the 17th 
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Gf February, I757, to acquaint them, that the 
moſt formidable preparations were making b 
France againſt his electoral dominions, and to tell 
them that he hoped their affection would not only 
alſiſt him in maintaining an army of obſeryation, 
but put him alſo in a condition of fulfilling his 
. engagements with the king of Pruſſia. Mr. Pitt 
delivered the meſſage as a miniſter, but as an 
honeſt Engliſhman {till continued his oppoſition 
to continental connections. This is, perhaps, the ; 
moſt extraordinary inſtance of independency to ' = 
be met with in the annals of hiſtory. Other F' 
miniſters have endeavoured to ſteal a prince into 
ſuch opinions as correſponded with their own, 
by indulging bim in ſome favourite articles; but 
ir was for Mr. Pitt to be above every little ar- 
Tiſice of that nature, and to ſer ſucceeding ages ; 
2 glorious example, that the frown of a ſovereign | / | 
is a very inſignificant circumſtance, when com- 
ared to the welfare of a country. His beha- 
viour in this reſpe& could not be overlooked 
court; and accordingly, on the 5th of Aol 
he was diveſted of the Seal, and his enemies 
once more re-inſtated_in the chief direction of 
affairs, to the unſpeakable mortification of the 
whole kingdom. Mr. Legge reſigned in a few 
days after Mr. Pitt's diſmiſſion, and Great Britain 
again ſaw herſelf under the government of thoſe 
very men to whoſe corruption or incapacity ſhe 
owed the principal part of her misfortunes.. _ 
The difmiſſion of Mr. Pitt was, perhaps, the 
moſt impolitic ſtep which could be taken by his 
enemies. It raiſed him ſtill higher in the public 
eſtimation; and nothing could be a ſeverer re- 
flection on the conduct of the court, than the 


addreſſes which were ſent from all parts of the 
nation 


4 E 58" V* 
nation to him and Mr. Legge, accompanied 
frequently with the reſpectful compliment of, a 


| freedom and a gold box. Where the ſentiments 


of the court were ſo widely different from the 
language of the people, it was impoſſible that 
tranquility could be expected. The people 
hated their miniſters; rejoiced in the diſtraction 
which reigned through their councils; and even 
expreſſed a ſatisfaction to ſee all their meatures 
unattended with ſucceſs. At length, after a 
ſeries of repeated misfortunes, the public exi- 
gencies obliged the court to apply a ſecond time 
to the very men whom it had ſo lately diſmiſſed 
with contempt ; and accordingly: Mr. Pitt, on 
the 29th of June, 1757, was reſtored to the of- 
fice of principal ſecretary ; and, three days after, 
Mr. Legge was reinſtated in his chancellorſhip 
of the Exchequer ; the firſt ſeat at the Treaſury 
board was given to the duke of Newcaſtle ; the 
privy- ſeal to lord Temple; while lord Anſon was 
made firſt commiſſioner of the Admiralty, and 
the paymaſter-generalſhip truſted with Mr. Fox. 
By this coalition the public tranquility was re- 
covered; and the nation ſeemed to gain new life, 
when they ſaw the principal management of 
their affairs in the hands of a man upon whole 
wiſdom and probity they could ſafely depend. 
The reader is now advancing pretty faſt to 
a period in which Mr. Pitt will ſhine with a 
degree of aſtoniſhing, brightneſs; and in which 
the nation will alſo be found at a pinnacle of 
glory infinitely ſuperior to the moſt celebrated 
ras of the Greek or Roman empires. Alexander 
and Czfar, to be ſure, conquered ſeveral ex- 
tenfive kingdoms, and, with a comparative hand- 
ful of men, overthrew many numerous armies; 
bur Alexander and Cæſar generally fought with 
. C People 
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people who were utterly unacquainted with the 


ſyſtems of war, and had nothing but rude un- 


cultivated force to oppoſe the judicious regula- 
tions of maſterly generals and experienced ve- 
terans. Unleſs in the civil wars, they had little 
more than a mighty mob to encounter, who fell 
as eaſy a ſacrifice to conduct and diſcipline, as 
the prodigious armies of Indoſtan now fall to 
the little troops of the Eaſt-India company: 
whereas, during our contention with France, we 
not only had ſuperior numbers to combat, but 
theſe numbers were even compoſed of men re- 
gularly trained up in the niceſt arts of war, and, 
if any thing, more expert in diſcipline than 
ourſelves. Our conqueſts, of courſe, were the 
more difficult, and, in proportion to that diffi- 
culty, we muſt naturally eſtimate our reputation. 
One of the firſt plans which Mr. Pitt under- 
took after he had been thus re-eſtabliſhed in 

ower, was, to carry the war into France, and, 
inſtead of ſuffering the people of England to 
languiſh under the terrors of an invaſion, to 
animate them at once, by a ſpirited deſcent on 
the coaſts of the enemy. This plan was un- 
doubtedly a very good one, as it was not only 
calculated. to raiſe the drooping ſpirit of the na- 
tion, but to cruſh the French naval power, which 
at that time was very formidable, and which, in 
fact, was what alone could reaſonably fill us with 
any apprehenſion. Accordingly an armament 
was equipped and ſent out, under the com- 


mand of Sir Edward Hawke and Sir John Mor- 


daunt, who were directed to fail for Baſque 
Road, and to make an attack upon the town of 
Rochefort, The expedition, however, failed, 
and *tis believed through the machinations of 
Mr. Pitt's enemies; for when, after the com- 
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ſy. 

Wander of the land forces had been acquitted 
by a court martial of any miſbehaviour, an at- 
tempt was made in the City towards obtaining 
a parliamentary enquiry into the cauſe of the 
miſcarriage, the lord- mayor and common- coun- 
cil were over ruled by a meſſage from the king, 
and the affair was ſuffered to die away gradually 
with the indignation of the public. 

But though the expedition miſcarried, the 
very deſign of it awakened ſome of the European 
potentates from the lethargy in which they had 
for ſome time been unaccountably abſorbed. 
A treaty was immediately concluded between 
Denmark and Sweden for their mutual ſecurity, 
and they even ordered a fleet into the Baltic for 
fear an Engliſh ſquadron ſhould be ſent towards 
the north. TheDutch and the Italians took every 
neceſſary precaution for their ſafety z while 
Spain and Portugal, truſting to their commercial 
intercourſes with Great Britain, and ſeeing France 
ſufficiently employed, e 


e Laugh'd at the tempeſt, and enjoy'd the | 
 * 6. or.” | 


The parliament meeting on the firſt of De- 
cember, a unanimity appeared in that auguſt 
aſſembly with which it had been unacquainted 
for many years. Mr. Pitt's enemies ſaw him 
at a pinnacle of favour with the public, from 
which it would be very difficult to ſhake him 
and therefore, when they found him too formi- 

dable as an enemy, they wiſely endeayoured to 
engage him as a friend. This produced a firm 
coalition in the council, and the harmony of the 
council very naturally diffuſed itſelf through all 
the parliamentary tranſactions. This, together 
„ „ with 
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with the good opinion which the king about 


this time began to entertain of Mr. Pitt, on ac- 
count of his hearty averſion to the French, gave 
a new turn to affairs, and laid a baſis for that 


prodigious chain of ſucceſſes which diſtinguiſhed 
the courſe of his adminiſtration. 


It was an eaſy matter for a miniſter of Mr. 


Pitt's penetration, thus happily ſituated, to ſee 


that the only proper way of dealing with the 


French was to employ the naval force of Great 


Britain, in which the main ſtrength of the nation 
might be properly ſaid to conſiſt; he therefore 


{ent out a fleet, on the 19th of February, under 


the command of admiral Boſcawen, to attempt 
the reduction of Louiſbourg, as the enemy had 
no force of equal ſtrength, nor any commander 
of equal reputation, in that part of the world, 


The French were no ſooner acquainted with the 


deſtination of Mr. Boſcawen than they equipped 
a large fleet to counteract the plan of the Britiſh 
miniſter, On the firſt notice of this circum- 
ſtance, Mr. Pitt ordered admiral Oſborne, with a 

ſquadron into the Straits; upon which, the 


French, determined to do their utmoſt for the 
relief of an important fortreſs, got a ſecond 


fleet ready at Toulon, which was commanded. 
by Monſ. du Queſne, to ſtrengthen. the other 


ſquadron under the direction of Mr. de la Clue, 


in order to force a paſſage through the Straits, 


that Mr. Boſcawen's expedition might be diſap- 
pointed in its intended effect. Mr. de la Clue 
having ſailed before Du Queſne's ſquadron was 
ready, now lay blocked up in Carthagena, by 


admiral Oſborne : Du Queſne's coming up to the 
relief of his colleague, fell in with the Engliſh 
fleet, and was attacked in his own ſhip, the 


"#oudropant, of 90 * by captain Gar diner: 


- » 
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of the W a Britiſn veſſel of 64 guns; 
who, tis generally imagined, would have taken 
him ſingly, had not two other Engliſh ſnips come 
up, and induced him to ſtrike before he was 
reduced to the laſt extremity. The gallant cap- 
tain Gardiner loſt his life in the midſt of this 
engagement, but his ſhip ſuffered little on that 
account, being bravely fought by his firſt lieu 
tenant, Mr, Carket. The Orphee, another 
French ſhip, was alſo taken, and the Oriflamme 
was driven aſhore on the Spaniſh coaſt, By 
this means, De la Clue not being able to force 
his way through the Straits, admiral Boſcawen's 
expedition was crowned with all the ſucceſs that 
could poſſibly be expected, and the governor of 
Louiſbourg ſurrendered onthe26th of July. This 
conqueſt was ſcarely atchieved, when St. Jokes 
alſo: ſubmitted; and notwithſtanding ſome. in- 
conſiderable checks which our troops received 
on the continent of America, Fort Frontenac, 
on the river St. Lawrence, ſurrendered, to. co- 
lonel Bradſtreet, on the 27th of Auguſt; and, 
on the 25th of November following, Fort du 
Queſne, now Pittſburg, was taken- by the arms' 
of Great Britain, unge the command of briga- 
dier Forbes. 1 8 | 
The nation, now pre with. the de 5 
of ſucceſs, every where extolled the meaſures 
of the miniſter; and the miniſter, indefatigable 
to merit their approbation, was inceſlantly _ 
ſchemes to deſerve it; ſo that the publick had not 
begun to.cdol in their applauſe, before the depre- 
dations which he made at St. Malo and Cherbourg 
acquired him freſh reputation, and ſtruck an addi- 
tional terror thro? the enemy. Indeed, the damage 
. which we did the French Coaſts, was effected 


| wh tome los to ourſelves z for, by ſome iniu- 
> dicious 


1 3 
dicious delay in the re- embarkation of the troops 
at Saint Cas, the duc d' Aguillon, governor of 
Brittany, aſſembled a conſiderable body of forces, 

and came down time enough to attack the rear 
N commanded by general Dury; who, for 
ome time maintained his ground with an aſto- 
niſhing reſolution; but being overpowered by 
numbers, and his ammunition intirely expended, 
many of his men leaped into the ſea, through 
deſpair, and were drowned ; the general himſelf, 
at length, following the ſame example; while 
all the reſt were made priſoners, except a very 
few, who found means to eſcape to their boats. 
Our whole loſs in this unlucky affair was about 
1300; but as the ſmalleſt miſcarriage conſtantly 
diſpirits the people of England, it threw a gloom 
over the whole nation, which was not diſſipated 
till the warm ſun-ſhine of ſeveral ſucceſſive vic- 
tories happily cleared it up. © © 
- Hitherto, all Mr. Pitt's operations were di- 
rected entirely for the benefit of England, and 
no intention whatſoever appeared of interfering 
with the affairs of Germany, though matters or: 
the Continent now wore but a diſagreeable aſ- 
pect; for the convention at Cloſter Seven had 
been concluded by the duke of Cumberland; 
and the king of Pruſſia, notwithſtanding ſome 
aſtoniſhing ſtrokes of generalſhip, and ſome very 
brilliant ſucceſſes, was, nevertheleſs, in a very 
critical ſituation; he gained a battle, indeed, fre- 
quently; yet his very victories often plunged him 
| In diſtreſs; for his enemies found means to bring 
| freſh armies in the field, while it was with incre- 
” ible difficulty he could get recruits to fill up 
* _ the devaſtations which were occaſioned by his. 
very ſucceſs. Prince Ferdinand, of Brunſwick, 
Who took the command of the Hanoverian forces 
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in the duke of Cumberland's room, was much 
in the ſame circumſtances; he had more than 
once defeated the French; but he had no ſooner 
gained a victory in one place, than a numerous 
army ſtarted up to oppoſe him in another; ſo 
that, though he was moſt commonly fortunate, 
his troops were, nevertheleſs, gradually leſſened, 
and every new exploit was nothing more than a 
freſh approach to inevitable deſtruction, _ 
The people of Great Britain, naturally ge- 
nerous, were now fired with an enthuſiaſm for 
glory, which entirely got the better of all their 
former repugnance to continental connections z- 
ſo they conquered the French, they were utterly 
_ regardleſs at what price they purchaſed a vic- 
tory ; and, fired with an irreſiſtible admiration 
at the heroiſm of his Pruſſian majeſty, they 
were inſenſibly led into a concern with his affairs, 
through an exalted idea of his character. The 
ſober ſentiments of prudence were, therefore, 
totally diſregarded; it became as popular now 
to aſſiſt the electorate of Hanover, as it had 
lately been popular to deſert it; and the whole 
nation ſeemed frantic to ſacrifice its real intereſts, 
for what was conſidered as the advancement of 
its reputation. Mr. Pitt ſaw. the temper of the 
kingdom; and, whether he thought it neceſſary 
to indulge the public in their wiſhes, or had 
really changed his own ſentiments; or whether 
he thought that, by relaxing in ſame points 
from the ſeverity.of his former ſyſtem, he ſhould. 
the more readily induce his majelty into meaſures. 
more immediately calculated for the benefit of 
the kingdom, is not my buſineſs to determine: 
all that becomes me to ſay, is, that a treaty was 
concluded with the king of Pruſſia, much to 
„„ . | the 
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the advantage of chat prince. That ſubſidies 
were liberally granted to many of the petty ſtates 
on the continent, and a conſiderable! body of 
troops was ſent over, under the command of his 
grace the duke of Marlborough, to re- inforce 
prince Ferdinand. Theſe various engagements” ö 
could not but produce a variety of public bur- os 
dens; however, every body chearfully acquieſced, | 
and the luſtre of our glory rendered us utterly 
inſenſible to any "concern about our circum- 
ſtances. 
Having thus given a earſoty etch of what 
was abſolutely neceffary to mention, relative to 
the firſt” diſpoſitions which Mr. Pitt made to 
8 carry on the war; I ſhall by no means fatigue 
lf. the reader with a circumſtantial account of the 
manner, in which the various battles by land, 
or the various engagements by ſea, were con- 
ducted. Fhe reader will poſſibly imagine that 
F have been already ſufficiently minute; I ſhall 
therefore leave our hiſtorians to give theſe par- 
ticulars at large, and only take notice thay his 
meaſures were in general ſo wiſely planned, and 
ſo vigorouſly executed, that the whole French 
ver was ruined; not only in America, but 1 
in Aſia and Africa; and the Britiſn reputation 
ritfed to a pitch of glory, infinitely beyond tile i 
moſt celebrated eras in the annals of this coun- 
try. Such was the fituation of our affairs, 
wie the demiſe of his late majeſty opened 2 
new ſcene, and introduced a nobleman into a 
principal ſhare of the adminiſtration, Who had, 
till this event, continued totally excluded from 
the public eye; but who ever ſince has been an 
NG of general Execta;Hon 1 in 1 every corner of 


the Kingdom, 1 
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On the acceſſion of his preſent majeſty, Mr. 

Pitt's abilities were too much reſpected, and his 

importance too well known, not to ſecure him 


in the poſſeſſion of his employments, eſpecially 


as the new monarch, with a magnanimity which 
charmed the whole nation, declared his inten- 
tion to purſue the ſame political ſyſtem, with 
regard to the war, which had been adopted 
during the reign of his illuſtrious grandfather. 
But though Mr. Pitt continued in office for 


N 


ſome time after, it was unhappily too evi- 


dent, that his influence began very quickly to 


decline. His colleague, Mr. Legge, was diſ- 
miſſed immediately after the commencement of 
the new reign, and his diſmiſſion was generally 


aſcribed to the influence of the favourite, whoſe 


good opinion he generoully ſcorned to obtain by 
any unmanly conceſſions, either in his public or 
private capacity. Be this as it may, all the 
great officers of the crown faw very clearly 

where the current of royal favour was princi- 
pally inclined to run; and few of them had 
courage, or virtue enough, to reſiſt the tempta- 


tions with which it was manifeſtly fraught. They 


therefore endeavoured to watch its courſe with 


the moſt inflexible aſſiduity; and having once 
diſcovered the happy channel through which it 
was to be conveyed, they- inſtantly quitted every 


other attachment, and forgot the happineſs of 


their country in a ſolicitude for their on im- 


* 


mediate emolument. Ak 5 n 

One of the firſt proofs which Mr. Pitt re- 
ceived of his being deſerted, was in a meaſure 
which he ſtrenuouſly adviſed, and which fatal 
experience ſhortly after convinced the moſt ob- 


ſtinate of his enemies. to be as falutary as it 
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was ſenfible. This was the ſending four ſhips 


of the line to Newfoundland, which was at that 
time almoſt defenceleſs, and which the meaneſt 
armament that could poffibly ſteal through the 
feas muſt have inſtantly reduced, His advice 
was diſregarded; the ſhips were not ſent out, 
and Mr. Pitt had ſcarcely quitted the admini- 
ſtration, before the place, to the irreparable 
the hands of our enemies. 

While Mr. Pitt's influence was thus viſibly. 
declining 1n the Britiſh councils, the French, 
who now had a new game to 'play, found it 
expedient, through the mediation of Spain, to 


injury of our merchants, was found to be in 


open a negociation of peace with England. Ac- 


cordingly. Mr. Buſſy came over io London, 
and Mr. Stanley was ſent to Paris. France, 


however, at the ſame time that ſhe ſeemed to 


enter into this negotiation with the greateſt air 
of cordiality, nevertheleſs exerted herſelf with 
an aſtoniſhing dexterity, to draw Spain into an 


alliance, offenſive and defenſive, with her, in 


caſe the court of London. did not allow her 
ſuch conditions of peace as ſhe thought proper 
to demand. As ſhe had great reaſon to think 
of ſucceeding with Spain, it is generally ima- 


gined that Mr. Buffy was directed to protract 


the treaty as much as poſſible; and Mr. Pitt, 


juſtly ſuſpecting that there was ſome underhand 


purpoſe to anſwer, from the continued preva- 


rication of the French agent, at length broke 


off all correſpondence with him, and ſent di- 


rections to Mr. Stanley to quit France imme- 


diatel7ß. | 


Mr. Pitr, who all along ſuſpected that France 


and Spain were more cloſely connected than 


either 
Het 


23 ] 
elther ſeemed inclined to acknowledge; was 
confirmed in his opinion of this circumſtance 
by a memorial which Mr. Buſſy on renewing his 
negociation of the peace, preſented to the 
Britiſh court, ſignifying, that his Catholic ma» 
jeſty deſired that the ſame moment which put 
an end to the diſputes between France and us, 
might alſo adjuſt the differences which had for 
ſome time ſubſiſted between him and the En- 
gliſh nation. Theſe differences between Spain 
and Great Britain, were occaſioned by certain 
captures, which the former pretended the latter 
had made, highly derogatory to the dignity of 
her flag; by the ſettlements which the Engliſh 
had made in the bay of Honduras, and by the 
obſtinacy with which they denied the ſubjects of 
his Catholic majeſty a right of lihing on the 
banks of Newfoundland, | 

Ler the Spaniſh complaints be wha they 
would, and let us even allow that they had 
ſofficient cauſe to find fault, nevertheleſs it 
could not but appear extraordinary to fee 
the French miniſter blending the affairs of 
that kingdom with the buſineſs of his own 
court, as ; if they had but one common intereſt; 
and this at a time too, when Spain had an 
ambaſſador of her own, reſiding on purpoſe at 
London, to take care of her concerns, and to 
manage every tranſaction relative to his nation 
with che Engliſh miniſtry. Mr. Pitt therefore 
ſent orders to lord Briſtol, our ambaſſador at 
Madrid, to repreſent with firmneſs the irregu- 
larity of which the Spaniſh miniſter was guilty 
in thus officiouſly meddling with the buſineſs of 
a ocotiation that no way concerned the in- 
tereſt of his court. The earl of Briſtol executed 
EE his 


l 
his commiſſion in a manner that did equal credi 
to his ſpirit and his underſtanding; but the | 

aniſh miniſter, ſo far from an inclination to 
acknowledge the leaſt miſtake, openly juſtified 
the propriety of his conduct; indeed he con- 
tinued to expreſs ſentiments of the higheſt re- 
ſpect for Great Britain; yet, while he did this, 
he made no ſcruple whatever to declare the 
_ ſtrongeſt attachment to its enemies; ſo that Mr. 
Pitt, finding there was no dependence to be 


[ had upon his anfwers, reſolved to ſend the fleet 
| which he had provided for the attack of Mar- 


tinico, without loſs of time, to the Havannah 3 
1 and to prepare a powerful armament likewiſe 
do cruiſe along the coaſt of Spain itſelf, 
tthat the miniſter might either come to an ex- 
plicit declaration of his pacific intentions, in 
the face of all Europe; or ſuffer the juſt in- 
dignation of a country, which he had fo perfi- 
diouſly deſigned to attack in open violation of 
all public ties and national engagements, Mr. 
Pitt was the more eager to ſeize this occaſion 
of executing his plan, becauſe, if the Spaniard 
| thould turn out the enemy he ſuſpected, Eng- 
land would have a fair opportunity of inter- 
cepting the annual money ſhips, which Spain 
was ſoon to expect from its Weſt-Indian world; 
= and conſequently not only incapacitate his Ca- 
'1 tholic majeſty, at the very firſt ſtep, from being 
; able to act with any vigour; but put it into our 
power to fight him with his own treaſure; of 
=o which the moment he was deprived it would be 
4 utterly impoſſible for him to give the leaſt aſſiſt- 
x . ance to France; and even impoſſible to prevent 
== us from making continual depredations on his 
own territories, | W 
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Some people have indeed imagined, that a 
mere ſuſpicion of the Spaniſh faith could by no 
means juſtify Mr. Pitt in extorting a reitreated 
promiſe of neutrality from the nation; but Mr. 
Pire, it is generally believed, had more than 
ſuſpicion for the ground-work of his conduct; 
and it is but juſtice to own, that the war which 
we declared againſt Spain immediately after his 
reſignation, is an inconteſtible argument in 
ſupport of this belief. He had by this time, 
either received a poſitive information, or an 
expreſs copy. of the celebrated treaty between 
France and Spain, called the Family Compass; 
and ſaw, of conſequence, that a ruptute with 
Spain would be unavoidable. The formalities 
of repeated negotiations, were not therefore ſo 
much to be regarded as the welfare of his 
country. It might have been delicate, indeed, 
to argue a ſecond or a third time with the 
Spaniſh miniſter, but I do not think 1t would 
have been prudent; he was already the ag- 
greſſor; and, where the honour, or the — 4 5 
of a kingdom like ours was at ſtake, the only 
way of reaſoning, to any purpoſe, was to think 
upon revenge. 5 IF 
= Armed with theſe cauſes, therefore, for a 
= quarrel with Spain, and ſatisfied that it was 
then in his power to make her ſmart in the 
ſevereſt manner for her perfidy, it is no wonder 
that Mr. Pitt, in very vehement terms, ſhould 
adviſe an inſtant declaration of war. He ſaid, 
„That this was the only time for humblin 
ce the whole houſe of Bourbon; that, if we fur 
* fered this opportunity to eſcape us, we might 
never poſſibly have another; and that, if he 
could not carry ſo ſalutary a meaſure, he 
Eo” | ſhould 
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* ſhould not think of ſitting any longer in 
* council. He acknowledged, in the politeſt 
< terms, the aſſiſtance which he had received dur- 
ing his adminiſtration, from the ſervants of the 
„late king; but that, as he conſidered himſelf 
© not more the {ſervant of the crown, than the pF 
* miniſter of the people by whom he had 3% 
* been called into power, he thought it ST 
e imprudent to continue any longer in an 
office, that made him reſponſible for mea- 
* {ures which he was not permitted to guide.” 
In this motion Mr. Pitt was oppoſed by every 
member of the council, but lord Temple, his 
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= brother-in-law, who had all along moſt ſtre- 
9 nuouſly ſeconded his public meaſures, and 
= was generally ſuppoſed one of the moſt patriotic 
4 noblemen in the kingdom. 
| Mr. Pitt, finding his influence was now en- 
tirely at an end in the council, drew up as 
= motives for retiring from public affairs; 
14 method which the carl Temple alſo en 
and both gave in theſe motives, ſigned ink 
their own hands, to his majeſty. The king is 
* faid to have expreſſed a gracious concern for the 


Joſs of Mr. Pitt, who, together with his brother 
the lord Temple, reſigned their employments 
on the ninth of October; immediately after 

which, his majeſty, with a ſpirit of munificence, 
that did ns infinite honour, ſettled a penſion 
of zool. a year on the illuſtrious commoner, 
not only for his own life, but for that of his 
ſon, and his lady; the latter of whom was 
created baroneſs * Chatham, with remainder 
to her male iſſue by Mr. Pitt, he himſelf chooſ- 
ing o decline the diſtinction of . . 
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The great commoner had ſo endeared him- 
ſelf to the body of the kingdom, by the ſpirited 
tenor of his adminiſtration, - that his retreat from 
the ſervice of the nation was generally deplored 
as 2 public misfortune. The preſs ſwarmed 
with pamphlets, ſetting forth the ingratitude of 
the court, which had obliged a ſtateſman of 
ſuch inflexible integrity to withdraw from his 
employments; and, in proportion as his cha- 
racter was lifted up with, perhaps, an extra- 
vagance of eulogium, ſo thoſe of his enemies 
ſunk, if not into general abhorrence, at leaſt 
into general diſeſteem. The earl of Bute, in 
particular, under went, from a ſuppoſition of 
engroſſing the principal ſhare of the royal con- 
fidence, an unremitting torrent of the moſt 
virulent abuſe; he was every where the object of 
execration; and his country ſuffered a tempo- 
rary infamy entirely upon his account. That 
the praiſe upon one ſide, notwithſtanding Mr. 
Pitt's great merit, might not be as much over- 
charged as the obloquy on the other, there can 
be no room whatſoever to doubt; popular pre- 
judices are always in extremes, eſpecially in 
free countries; and where the minds of men are 
once warped by the receipt of favours, or the 
dread of injuries, it is but natural to expect, that 
every thing will appear in an exaggerated light. 
On one ſide, the moſt common exertion of a 
plain underſtanding will be inſtantly. exalted 
into more than human wiſdom; and, on the 
other, the moſt inconſiderable error to which 
mankind is liable, ſhall be ſet forth as a proof 
of equal turpitude and ſtupidity, and men- 
tioned no leſs to the diſhonour of our hearts 
than to the diſcredit of our underſtandings, 
Os „ Such 
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Such was the ſtate of things in this kingdom 
at the reſignation of Mr. Pitt; however, his ene- 
mies, to retort ſome little of the ſcurrilities which 
they ſuffered on his account, ſoon employed a 
body of literary mercenaries, who gave him as 
little quarter as their patrons had received from 
| | his adherents.— They repreſented it as the 
1 higheſt arrogance in any miniſter, to think of 
1 | _ bullying the council into his own opinion; and 
exclaimed againſt the turbulence and extrava- 
| | gance of Mr. Pitt, in the loudeſt terms, for 
i wanting to embroil the nation in a war with 
Spain, at the very moment that the burdens 
1 occaſioned by our contention wah France were 
! hurrying us precipitately into the moſt inevitable 


| deſtruction. The inconſiſtency of his conduct, 


m originally oppoſing every connexion with the 
Bp affairs of the continent, and entering more 
deeply than any of his predeceſſors into thoſe 

* affairs himſelf, at his adyancement to the ad- 
|! mituſtration, became an inexhauſtible ſource of 
165 mvectve; and, even the penſion; which was 
| granted by the ſovereign as a reward for his 

i 975 eminent ſervices, was repreſented as the wages 
hi of his perfidy, and called the price for which he 

| deſerted the intereſt of his country. This laſt 
1 circumſtance was urged with ſuch an air of plau- 
hl ſibility as difarmed the great. commongr of his 
WW — fioiciim;—he felt the wound, as Hamlet phraſes 
1 it, in his heart's core, in bis heart of bearts, and 
therefore ſat down the moment he perceived it 
gaining ground, and wrote the following letter 

to a perſon of the firſt conſequence in the City, 
through the channel of whole connevions he in- 

tended to convey it to the eye of the public. 
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.« FINDING, to my great ſurprize, that the. 
cauſe and manner of my reſigning the ſeal, 18 
miſrepreſented in the City, as well as thar the 
moſt gracious and ſpontaneous matks of his ma 
jeſty's approbation of my ſervice, which marks 
followed my reſignation, have been infamoully 
traduced as a bargain for my forſaking the pub- 
lic, I am under a neceſſity of declaring the ruth 
of both theſe facts, in a manner Which am 
ſure, no gentleman will contradict, tft. 
A difference of opinion, with regard ta mea 
ſures to be taken againſt Spain, of the higheſt 
importance, to the honour of the crown, and to c 
the moſt eſſential national intereſts (and this 
founded on what Spain had already done; not on 
what that court may farther intend. to do) was 
the cauſe of my refigning the ſeals. Lord. 
Temple and I ſubmitted, in a writing, ſigned by 
us, our moſt humble ſentiments to his majeſty; 
which, being over-ruled by the united opinions 
of all the reſt of the king's ſervants, I religned 
the ſeals on Monday the 5th of this month, itt 
order not to remain reſponſible for meaſures 
which I was no longer allowed to guide. Moſt * 
gracious, public marks, of his ett appro- _ 
bation of my ſervices, followed my refignatian z 
they are unmerited and unſolicited ; and 1 Hall 
be ever proud to have received them from the 
beſt of ſovereigns.” 8 
I will now only add, my dear fir, that I have 
explained theſe matters, only for the honour of 
truth, not in any view to court return of con- 
fidence from any man, who, with acredulity weak 
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as it is injurious, has thought fit haſtily t to with- 
draw his good opinion from one who has ſerved 
his country with fidelity and ſucceſs, and who 


juſtly reveres the upright and candid judgment 
of 1 It, little ſolicitous about the cenſures of the 
capricious and the ungenerous. Accept my fin- 


cereſt acknowledgments for all your kind © 
"ſhip, and- believe me ever, with truth and 


eſteem, 
My dear ſir, 
Your faithful friend, &c." 


This letter, the inaccuracy of which it muſt 
be acknowledged nothing but the hurry and 
perturbation of the writer's mind could poſſibly 
excuſe, did not, by any means, anſwer the in- 


tention of the illuſtrious writer; the friends of 


Mr. Pitt wanted no juſtification whatſoever of 
his conduct, and his enemies were determined 
not to pay the leaſt regard to the moſt forcible 


which he produced. The wits, therefore, who 
eſpouſed the party of his opponents, rejoiced to 


ſee him ſo eaſily wounded, and obtained from 
this ill- written and unneceſſary letter, a freſh 
opportunity of turning him into ridicule, and, 

conſequently, treating ; thoſe abilities of which 
his admirers ſpoke in a,continual ſtrain of hy- 


perbole, with the moſt inſuperable air of con- 


tempt. The bulk of the nation, however, vi- 


ſibly preponderated in the ſcale of Mr. Pitt, and 


the Spaniſh war which broke out immediately 
after his reſignation, afforded his. friends ſuch a 
fair occaſion of triumph, as entirely put his ene- 


mies out of countenance. 
Though the new adminiſtration were 0 


upon as profeſſed enemies to the great come 
moner, 
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„ 
moner, they, nevertheleſs, adhered in the main 
to his ſyſtem; and though they could not be 
brought to ſend an armament to any part of the 
' Spaniſh borders without farther ceremony, the 
earl of Briſtol was ordered once more to demand 
a categorical anſwer from the Spaniſh miniſter, | 
Mr. Wall, relative to the treaty lately concluded 
with France; and to inform his excellency, in 
poſitive but polite terms, that, unleſs this ſatis- 
faction was granted, the court of London would 
be inevitably obliged to conſider a refuſal as an 


actual commencement of hoſtilities. The ear! 
Of Briſtol went through this commiſſion with his 


uſual addreſs; but Mr. Wall, fo far from con- 
ſenting to quiet the jealouſies of the Britiſh na- 
tion, told his lordſhip, with a very haughty air, 
that this reſolution of the Engliſh miniſtry could 
be excited by nothing but that ſpirit of pride 
and diſcord, which, ſo fatally for the repoſe of 
the world, was permitted to reign in all their 
councils; and that lord Briſtol might, whenever 
he pleaſed, take the ſhorteſt paſſage into his own 
country. 8 e | 8 
However the enemies of Mr. Pitt might ac⸗ 
cuſe him of precipitancy, with regard to the 
Spaniſh nation, it 1s, nevertheleſs, but juſtice ta 
acknowledge that this delay, till Mr. Wall was 
again ſpoke to by the Britiſh ambaſſador, was 
both impolitic and unneceſſary; during Mr. Pitt's 
adminiſtration, he had been ſpoken to in the moſt 
explicit manner concerning his connections with 
the court of France; and his anſwer, though not 
abſolutely poſitive, was, nevertheleſs, ſuch as 
juſtified the vigorous meaſures propoſed by 
Mr. Pitt, for coming at the fulleſt explanation. 
The law of nations is undoubtedly -2 matter of 
Wy” AN E 2 | the 


1 . 
the higheſt importance; but the honour of na- 
tions. ĩs a matter of the higheſt importance too: 
repeated remonſtrances, where we have been 
Inſolently trifled with, is an acquieſcence with 
our own diſhonour ; and a kingdom which values 
itſelf upon its reputation, ought no more to put 
up with, a palpable indignitys than with a pal- 
pable injuſtice. _ 
I be news of the Spaniſh miniſter's beha- 
vigur to lord Briſtol at Madrid, had no ſooner 
reached; this kingdom, than the Spaniſh ambaſ; 
dor pretented one of the moſt extraordinary 
notes to lord Egre mont, who ſucceeded Mr. 
Patt as Secretary: of State, that ever appeared in 
the annals of any country, As Smollet very 
juſtlyobſerves, it might more properly be called, 
i Catholic Majeſty's declaration of war againſt 
Williem. Fitt, late miniſter to the king of Great- 
Britain, than a. notification of an intended rup- 
ture between Spain and England. As it relates 
in a manner ſo immediately to Mr. Pitt, the 
reader will, probably be pleaſed with our inſer- 
tian of it, eſpecially when it ſerves to ſhew in 
how very important a light he was conſidered 
by the propdeft nation in Harope 


Tranflation of the Spaniſh anbaitlder* s note de- 
Wee at the Court of e Dec. 2 5, 1 n 


1 « THE, i — ts. Fuentes, the Catholic 
4. So ambaſſador to his Britannic majeſty, 
6 has guſt received a courier from his court, 
40 by. whom he is informed, that my lord Bri- 
ſtol, his Bricannic majeſty's ambaſſador at 
« the court of Madrid, has ſaid to his excel- 
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bad orders to demand a poſitive and 3 
rica] anſwcr to this queſtion: viz. if Spain 
thinks of allying herſeif with France againſt 
England; and to declare, at the ſame time, 
that he ſhould take a refuſal of his: demand, 
for an aggreſſion and declaration of war; and 
that he ſhould, in conſequence, be obliged 
to retire from the court of Spain: the above 
miniſter of ſtate anſwered him, that ſuch a 


ſtep could only be ſuggeſted by the ſpirit of 
haughtineſs and diſcord, which, for the miſ- 


fortune of mankind, ſtill reigns. but too much 
in the Britiſh government; that it was in that 
very moment that the war was declared, and 


the king's dignity violently attacked, and that 
he might retire how, ny OY he ſhould 


6 think proper. 


The count de F gentes is in conſequence 


ordered to leave the court and dominions of 
England; and to declare to the Britiſh king, to 
the Engliſh nation, and to the whole univerſe, 


that the horrors into which the Spaniſh and 


Engliſh nations are going to plunge them- 


ſelves, mult be attributed only to the pride, 
and to the unmeaſurable ambition of bim who 


bas held the reins of government, and ubo 
appears ſtill to hold them, although by anot ber 5 


hand; and if his Catholic majeſty excuſed 
himſelf from anſwering on the treaty 'in 


queſtion between his Catholic majeſty and his 
-moſt Chriſtian majeſty, which 1s believed to 


have been ſigned on the fifteenth of Auguſt, 


and wherein it is pretended there are condi- 


tions relative to England, he had very good 


* reaſons : firſt the king's dignity required him 
to manifeſt his Joſt reſentment of the little 


_** management, 


1 Tc 34. ] 
s management; or, to ſpeak more 1 of 

* the inſulting manner with which all the affairs 
 * of Spain have been treated during Mr. Pitibs 
« admmiſtration; who finding himſelf convinced 
* of the juſtice of the king” pretentions, his 
e ordinary and laſt anſwer was, that he would 
not relax in any thing till the Tower of London 
was taken ſword in hand. 

Beſides, his majeſty was much ſhocked to hear 
the haughty and imperious tone with which the 
contents of the treaty were demanded of him; if 

< the reſpect due to royal majeſty had been regard- 
* ed, explanations might have been had without 
* any difficulty; the miniſters of Spain might have 
* frankly ſaid to thoſe of England, what the count 
« de Fuentes by the king's order declares public- 
p 9 * viz. that the ſaid treaty is only a convention 
< between the family of Bourbon, wherein there 
* 5 Is nothing which has the leaſt relation to the 
e preſent war: that there is in it an article for 
5 « Som mutual guaranty. of the dominions of the 
& two ſovereigns ; but it is ſpecified therein that 
_ * the, guaranty 1s not to be underſtood but of the 
c dominions which ſhall remain to France after 
te the preſent war ſhall be ended; that, although 
< his Catholic majeſty might have reaſon to think 


0 himſelf offended by the irregular manner in 


* which the memorial was returned to Mr. Buſty, 
<< miniſter of France, which he had preſented for 
te terminating the differences of Spain and Eng- 
e land, at the ſame time, with the war between 
ce this laſt and France; he has, however, diſſem- 
<« bled; and, from an effect of his love of peace, 
Þ 7 cauſed. a memorial to be delivered to my lord 

« Briſtol, wherein it is evidently demonſtrated, 
$6 that the " of F rance, which put the miniſter 
5 Fut 


16 


« Pitt into ſo bad a humour, did not at all offend 
cc either the laws of neutrality, or the ſincerity of 
< the two ſovereigns: that, further, from a freſh 
c proof of his pacific ſpirit, the king of Spain 


wrote to the king of France his couſin, that if 


* the union with France regarded in any manner 
the peace with England, he conſented to ſepa- 
< rate himſelf from it, not to put any obſtacle to 
e ſogreat a happineſs; but it was ſoon ſeen that 
« this was only a pretence on the part of the , 
“ Engliſh miniſter ; for that of France continuing 
< his negotiation, without making any mention 
cc of Spain, and propoſing conditions very advan- 
e tageous and honourable for England; the mi- 
<« niſter Pitt, to the great aſtoniſhment of the 
« univerſe, rejected them with diſdain; and 
<« ſhewed, at the ſame time, his ill- will againſt 
« Spain, to the ſcandal of the Britiſh councils ; 
and unfortunately he has ſucceded but too 
« far in his pernicious deſign. 8 
& This declaration, made the count as Fuentes | 
« deſire his excellency my lord Egremont, topre- 
« ſent his moſt humble reſpects to his Britannic 
% majeſty, and to obtain from him paſsports, and 
all other facilities for him, his family, and all 
< his retinue, togo out of the dominions of Great 
Britain, without any trouble, and to go by the 
« ſhort paſſage of the fea which ſeparates them 
from the continent.“ | 
The new adminiſtration, notwithſtanding its 
prodigious want of popularity, nevertheleſs, 
purſued the war with the greateſt vigour ; and 
covered the nation with glory, at the very in- 
ſtant that they themſelves were the general 
objects of the public execration. In a little time 
they reduced . rance, in ſpite of her new ally, 
| "0 
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to reſume the negotiation for peace; and Spain, 
Who, 15 time, heartily repented of her per- 
fidy to 1 ve reallily made overtures to 
the ſame purpo "is conſequence of which, 
4 duke of Para went over to France, and 
a peace was accordingly ratified at Fountain- 
bleau, on the tenth day of Februa ; 
The conditions of this peace, uc k it was 
approved by a very oreat majority in parliamenr, 
nevertheleſs occaſſoned freſh complaints among 
the body of the people; our ſucceſſes had 
been ſo great during the war, that the nation 
; expected, and indeed with no little colour of 
reaſon, that conceſſions of a very conſiderable 
nature' would be made by the court of France, 
in particular, which was now humbled at our 
feet. The miniſtry, however, were defirous of 
ace upon any terms; and this inclination was, 
extremely viſible, that it was in general ſet 
down as the effect of a daſtardly fear, or a con- 
ſcious incapacity. Among the number who 
condemned ir, Mr. Pitt was one of the moſt 
Principal. Though reduced by a violent l- 
neſs to a moſt declining ſituation, he neverthe- 
leſs came to the Houſe of Commons in the arms 
of his friends, and obtaining permiſſion from 
the ſpeaker to deliver his ſentiments ſitting, he 
ſpoke for more than three hours, without in- 
termiſſion. In the courſe of his ſpeech, he ob- 
ſerved that the Britiſh affairs were now in a 
very different poſture to what they had been 
during his negociation with France — That the 
- Important increaſe of our conqueſts ſhould now _ 
naturally lead us to demand an encreaſe of 
conceſſions from our enemies ; and, that, though. 


the ſopport of * had neceſſarily 0 


5 C 5 1 

ed an additional burden of public debt, the 
kingdom was ſtill in a capacity to raile\ freſh' 
ſupplies, and another blow would ſo effe&tgally 
annihilate the power of France, that ſhe would 
be utterly unable ever more to riſe up as an 
enemy to England. Mr. Pitt's elocution, how- 
ever, made but few proſelytes to his opinion in 
the Houſe of Commons; he was heard with at- 
tention, but he loſt his point, and the peace 
was approved, as I have already mentioned, by 
a very great majority. 

The parliamentary ade had been 
ſcarcely given to the definitive treaty, when a 
new accident happened, which rendered Mr. 
Pitt, if poſſible, more than ever the ſubje&.of 

5 animadverſion: the city of Bath, which 

r. Pitt repreſented, was, at this time, prince 

ally directed in all its public affairs, by Mr. 
Ralph Allen, of Prior Park; a man-of an am- 
ple fortune, an enlarged underſtanding, and an 
incorruptible heart. The excellence of this 
gentleman's character, joined to the many eſſen- 
tial obligations which he conferred on the city 
of Bath, gave him a very juſt weight with the 
corporation: Mr. Allen, who looked upon the 
peace to be a good one in the main, adviſed 
the magiſtrates to addreſs upon it, and even 
drew up an addreſs himſelf for that purpoſe, 
which the corporarion approving, they ſeat im- 
mediately up to Mr. Pitt, and Sir John Sea- 
bright, their members, deſiring them to 3 
it forthwith to his majeſty. ws 
Mr. Pitt, who had ſo ſtrongly objecten to the 
peace, thought it incompatible with the dig- 
nity of his character to be concerned in pre- 
Eating ſuch an addreſs; he therefore dechned 
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to have any ſhare in the tranſaction; and even 
wrote down to Mr. Allen, informing him, that, 
as he had the misfortune to think ſo differently 
from his conſtituents in an affair of ſuch im- 
8 he could by no means look upon 
imſelf as a proper repreſentative, and there- 
fore requeſted that the corporation would think 
of ſome more ſuitable perſon againſt the general 
election. AS 1 | 
Mr. Allen, who had a ſincere veneration for 
the great abilities of Mr. Pitt, and entertained 
the higheſt opinion of his integrity, was not a 
little concerned at this intimation from our 
1!luſtrious commoner, though he could not in 
reality but think it ſomewhat extraordinary. If 
Mr. Pitt claimed a right of acting in confor- 
mity to the ſentiments of his own heart, he did 
not ſee why the ſame liberty ſhould be denied 
to other people; and poſſibly he thought it 
more in character for the. conſtituents to dictate 
the repreſentative, than for the repreſentative 
to take fire at the conſtituents advice.—Be 
this as it may, Mr. Allen ſent up a letter, couch- 
ed in terms the moſt genteel and friendly, ex- 
preſſing his anxiety for the reſolution which 
Mr. Pitt had made not to repreſent the city of 
Bath in another election, and hoping he might 
be brought to change his opinion; as in the 
buſineſs of the addreſs, there was no intention 
whatſoever of treating him with the leaſt diſ- 
reſpect. Mr, Pitt, however, remained inflexi- 
ble. Nevertheleſs, Mr. Allen, who died uni- 
verſally lamented by the whole kingdom in a 
ſhort time after, remembered him in his will 
with a legacy of one thouſand pounds; and 
continued, to the hour of his death, to peak of 
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bim with all the generous warmth of the moſt 
cordial affection. 

Mr. Pitt's letter to Mr. Allen was no ſooner 
communicated to the public, than a freſh paper 
war commenced, between the writers of the 
oppoſite intereſts. The patriotic pens, as they 
were called, extolled Mr. Pitt's behaviour to 
the ſkies, as the moſt exalted inſtance of ſpirit 
and independency. While thoſe on the con- 
trary ſide of the queſtion condemned it as 
equally inconſiderate and preſumptuous. They 
inſiſted it was ſubverſive of the national conſti- 


tution; and argued, that, if any one member 
can look upon himſelf as exempted from abid- 


ing by the ſenſe of his conſtituents, the whole 
Houſe of Commons might with equal propriety 
act in oppoſition to the general ſenſe of the 
kingdom A doctrine of this nature, they ſaid, 
truck at the very eſſence of all our liberties; 
and it was aſked with an air of triumphant ri- 
dicule, if any corporation ever elected a repre- 
ſentative with a view of counteracting the prin- 
cipal object of its own inclination? In ſuch a 
caſe it was ſaid, that we only appointed a ſet of 
ſervants to tyrannize over ourſelves; and ſe- 
lected a number of people, under an affected 
ſolicitude for our freedom, who were to tread 
us with more certainty into ſlaves. : Notwith- 
| ſanding all theſe repreſentations carried ſome- 
thing extremely reaſonable, the majority of the 
kingdom ſtill continued their admiration of 
Mr. Pitt, and in ſome places the enthuſiaſm 
was carried ſo far that his picture was requeſted, 
and medals were not only ſtruck to his honour, 
but ſtatues even agreed to, 2 the utmoſt 


avidity. | 
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In this ſituation matters went on, the admi- 
niſtration growing every day more odious, and 
the general voice of the public calling out for 
our illuſtrious commoner as the only means of 
preventing the deſtruction of the kingdom. 
The earl of Bute had been now ſome time out 
of actual fervice, though he was ſtill ſuppoſed to 
influence all the proceedings of the miniſtry, 
and his place at the Treaſury board was given 
to Mr. George Grenville, and lord Sandwich 
came in ſecretary of ſtate upon the death of 
lord Egremont. Theſe diſpoſitions in the mi- 
niſtry were made rather as a rattle to divert the 
chagrin of the public, than to produce any 
variation in the political ſyſtem of the kingdom; 
therefore the general diſſatisfaction was no way 
removed. On the contrary, ſome very injudi- 
cious meaſures being taken by the government, 
particularly in a duty upon cyder, and a re- 
ſtriction upon the commerce of the colonies, 
the public clamour became louder than ever; 
and it was found expedient to invite Mr. Pitt 
into a ſhare of the adminiſtration, on purpoſe 
to quiet the murmurs of the kingdom. The 
illuſtrious commoner muſt have been a ſtoic, 
even to ſtupidity, had he not felt a moſt exqui- 
ſite ſatisfaction at the exalted teſtimony which 
his country thus generouſly bore to his cha- 
racter; he felt it therefore ſenſibly, and accord- 
ingly repaired to court, where he offered to 
engage again in public buſineſs; upon certain 
conditions however, which he judged to be ex- 
tremely eſſential, as well to his own honour, as 
to the intereſt of the kingdom. Theſe condi- 
tions being thought extravagant, the negotiation 
ended; the miniſtry went on in its old ale 
and 
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and national exclamations continued to enereaſe, 
with a firmneſs that rendered ſome alteration 
abſolutely neceſſary to reſtore the general tran- 
- The eyes of the whole kingdom being ſtill 
inflexibly bent upon Mr. Pitt, he was again 
applied to, and requeſted to take a principal 
ſhare in the adminiſtration ; but he again de- 
clined the overture, as the terms upon which 
he was willing to come in, were not to be al- 
lowed. Some people, indeed, but thoſe are to 
be numbered with his enemies, took upon them 
to ſay, that the conditions which he made were 
ſo ridiculouſly extravagant, as to manifeſt nothing 
but the moſt egregious. conſciouſneſs of his own 
importance and abilities; and they even went 
ſo far as to inſinuate, that it was an exceſs of 
vanity alone which prevented him from engag- 
ing in the ſervice of his country. Be his mo- 
tives, however, what they may, it would be 
improper in this place to gueſs at them, ſince 
they were never made public. It is neverthe- 
leſs but juſtice to ſay, that Mr. Pitt had a 
right to make ſome conditions when he: ſaw 
what a likelihood there was of being ſacrificed 
to the intrigues of a powerful favourite; after 
he had reſtored the tranquility of the kingdom. 
Experience had repeatedly convinced him, that 
neither the merit of eſſential ſervice, nor the 
recompence of. ſuperior abilities, was ſufficient - 
to maintain a man of ſpirit againſt the infamous 
intrigues of faction, or the ill- founded preju- 
dices of predeliction ; beſides this, as the princi- 
pal weight of government was to lie upon his 
ſhoulders, it was but proper for him to be pre- 
viouſly convinced that nobody was to interfere 
| CT f with 
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wih his deſi gus. In the late reign, notwith- 
Nanding his Wknowiedged merit, he had been 
twice diſmiſſed ; in the preſent, the very mea- 
ſures which were rejected when adviſed by him, 
were carried into execution the moment he was 
out of place. It was not for a man of his im- 
rtance to be trifled with. If ſervices were 
expected from him, the leaſt that he could de- 
mand was the civility of conferring them in his 
own manner; and the boldeſt flights of his in- 
ſolence, as ſome writers have affected indelicately 
to ſtile his conditions, did not, according to their 
own account, exceed a mention of the officers 
with whom he was willing to be joined. As his 
terms, therefore, were not to be. granted, he, 
with a ſpirit that became his character, entirely 
declined any connection with government; and, 
as there was an abſolute neceſſity for removing 
Mr. Grenville and his brother miniſters, the 
marquis of Rockingham was appointed to the 
Cd place at the Treaſury Board. Mr. Conway, 
Who, during the late adminiſtration, had been 
deprived 4 his regiment, accepted the ſouthern 
es Secretaryſhip, in lord Hallifax's room, 
while the duke of Grafton ſucceeded to the 
northern, in the place of lord Sandwich; Mr. 
Dowdeſwell was made Chancellor of the Ex- 
8 and the inferior offices were beſtowed 
ſuch gentlemen as were ſuppoſed to differ 
aha widely from the principles of their prede- 
ceſſors in place. | 
During the whole time of Mr. Pitt s admi- 
niſtration, envy itſelf was ready enough to allow 
that no man ever ſhewed ſo great a diſregard of 
money, or laboured ſo little to advance the wel- 
fare of his family. His moſt virulent enemies, 


while 


7 


this occaſion, they pr 


„ 
while they railed at what they called his ambi⸗ 
tion, never . breathed a whiſper to the prejudice 
of his integrity ; the time was now, however, 
at hand, when the uprightneſs of his behaviour 
to the public was to be rewarded by the gratitude 
of a private individual; and when what was loſt 
through the ſtrictneſs of his probity, was to be 
made up by the luſtre of his character. Sir 


William Pynſent, a baronet of large eſtate, wha 


had been long an admirer of Mr. Pitt's conduct, 
but who was no way allied to him in blood, nor 
connected with him by friendſhip, dying about 


- this time, bequeathed his whole fortune to our 


illuſtrious commoner, though he had relations of - 
his own, who naturally expected the reverſion of 

his inheritance. The motive of the bequeſt was 
particularly ſpecified in the teſtator's will ; and 


the dying baronet ſeemed to glory in an 9 
0 


tunity of rewarding a man who had acte 


diſintereſted a part by his country. Thus, Mr. 


Pitt, from a ſlenderneſs of circumſtances, was 
raiſed at once into a fulneſs of fortune; and thus, 
one of thoſe eccentric ſtarts of generoſity, which 
are ſeldom to be met-with' in any other nation, 


Inconteſtibly juſtified the 5 the old adage, 


that © Honeſly is always the policy.” 
There were not, however, wanting thoſe who 


ſeized this opportunity of condemning Mr. Pitt; 


his gy pon of a bequeſt as unexpected as it 
was unſolicited, a number of generous people 
conſidered as a mark of littleneſs, utterly in- 
conſiſtent with the. boaſted elevation of his cha- 
racter; nay, many thought it incumbent on him 


to make a preſent of the whole to the teſtator s 


relations: but I am vor 


1 8 to think that, upon 
cri 


d a mode of action 
for 


"8. 

for Mr. Pitt, which would be adopted by very 
few of themſelves. A conſiderable eſtate is a 
matter not to be trifled with; and though a td: 
ceeding of that nature might raiſe him to the ſtars 
among the romantic, *rwould give him but ver; 
little conſequence among men of real under 
ſtanding. His own family was now the principal 
object of his conſideration, and *twould have 
been rather difficult to juſtify him in the thoughts 
of his poſterity, had he, through any principle 
of an exalted phrenſy, raſhly thrown away thoſe | 
bleſſings which fortune now heaped upon him 
with ſo munificient a hand. | 

While one part of the public was rejoicing at 
this happy alteration in Mr. Pitt's circumſtances, 
and the other exclaiming at ſir William Pynſent 
for ptefering the welfare of an utter ſtranger to 
the eſtabliſhment of his own relation, a debate 
of the moſt important nature came on in the 
Houſe of Commons, which acquired Mr. Pitt 
as great a ſhare of popularity among his/ Ame- 
fican fellow- ſubjects, as he had before obrained 
among his countrymen on this ſide the Atlantic. 
During Mr. Grenville's ' adminiſtration, a bill 
Rad been paſſed in the Britiſh parliament, for 
levying a ſtamp-duty on the colonies ; this bill 
the Americans conſidered, and juſtly, as a ma- 
nifeſt infringement on thoſe liberties ro which 
they were intitled in common with all the ſubjects 
of Great Britain; it robbed them of every 7 
in the formation of thoſe laws by which they 
themſelves were to be governed, and left them 
entirely at the mercy of the people of England; 
who, however generouſly they might act on moſt 


occaſions, e on che Preſent, gave but 
too 
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„ 
too much room to ſuppoſe that there was a poſs 
ſibility of their launching out into ſome caſual 
oppreſſions, and inequitable partialities, _ 
The inhabitants of the colonies, from birth 
and education, are a people who entertain as high 
a notion of liberty, as any country in the uni- 
verſe; they could not, therefore, but feel the 
moſt ſenſible mortification at this new exertion 
of authority in the mother country. The intel> + 
ligent eaſily ſaw that if this ſketch of power was 
ſubmitted to, the American conſtitution would be 
expoſed to continual encroachments ; and the peo- 
ple muſt in a little time, be reduced to ſuch a ſtate 
of vaſſalage, as would render them an immediate 
property to the people of England. This con- 
ſideration was inſupportable. Though they did 
not wiſh to be exempted from the duty of ſubs _ 
jects, they could not bear the idea of being 
ſlaves; they exerted themſelves, therefore, with 
a becoming degree of ſpirit, and ſo effectually 
prevailed with the yarious officers who were to 
_ . diſtribute the ſtamps, and to carry the duty into 
execution, that there. was not any one individual 
in any one of the colonies, who could be found 
hardy enough to attempt the diſcharge of an em- 
ployment ſo extremely diſagreeable to all orders - 
of the people. ug ger hioct T% FEES” 
As in ſome of the colonies the mob frequently. 
roſe up to compel the ſtamp maſters to a reſig- 
nation, Mr: Grenville and his friends repreſented 
thoſe inſurrections as ſo many daring acts of op- 
Poſition to the power of the Britiſh legiſlature; 
and even went ſo far as to affirm, that the colo-— 
nies were impatient of their dependance upon 
Great Britain, and only made uſe of the ſtamp 
duty as a pretext to diſcharge themſelves from 
+. ty 3 their 
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their proper ae to the crown of England. 
Mr. Pitt, who had for ſome time been abſent 
from the Houſe of Commons, on account of his 


ill ſtate of health, would by no means decline 


attending at a debate of ſo much conſequence to 
the Britiſh empire; he clearly ſaw, that the ex- 
iſtence, not only of the colonies, but of the 
Mother - Country itſelf, was now at ſtake, and 
looked upon it as a more judicious, as well as 
a more honourable proceeding, for the latter to 
retract an indiſcretion which ſhe herſelf acknow- 
liedged, than to ſupport it by force of arms a- 

gainſt her own children. An exertion of the 
Mother Country's authority might be a gratifi- 
cation to her pride, but the indulgence of 

that pride muſt be deſtructive to her juſtice, 
her happineſs, and her humanity. The colo- 
nies might, in his opinion, have been ſome- 
what raſh in their reſentment, but ſtill they 
were injured ; and that raſhneſs was nothing 
more than what we ought to excuſe, as it had 
been entirely occaſioned by ourſelves. To pu- 
niſh a people for deſpair, after we had rendered 
them deſperate, would be an equal imputation 
on our equity and our underſtanding ; and, in 
the preſent caſe, would be no leſs ridiculous 
than unjuſt, becauſe every ſtroke which we in- 
- Aifted on them, muſt recoil, with a double de- 
gree of ſharpneſs, on ourſelves. Mr. Pitt, ſee- 
ing matters in this light, it was no wonder he 
ſtood up as a ſtrenuous advocate for the Colonies. 
The ſpeech which he made upon this occaſion, 
is reckoned among the moſt capital of his ora- 
tions; and probably, as it ſerves very materially 


to diſtinguiſh the extent of the Mother. Coun- 


try's ſovereignty over her Colonies, the reader 


45 I 
may be equally LES and inſtructed, if 
we give it a place. | 1 

It will, however, be previouſly Beuel, 10 
inform the reader, that, ſome time before the 
meeting of parliament, a report had been art- 
fully propagated, that the miniſtry had changed 
their minds with regard to the Stamp-Act, and, 
1 of repealing, were reſolved to enforce 

If it could be proved that this report did 


25 come originally from the favourites of a2 


certain northern nobleman, yet it was certainly 
much indebted to them for its progreſs, which 
was ſo great as to affe the ſtotks. 
The king's ſpeech to the parliament. on hs 
14th of January, 1766, gave ſome colour to 
the ſuggeſtion ; but when the gentlemen had 
ſpoke who moved for the addreſs, and who ſe- 
conded it, nothing could be clearer, than that 
the miniſtry perſiſted in their intention to pro- 
mote the repeal. The friends of the late miniſ- 
try applauded the king's ſpeech, and approved 
of the propoſed addreſs, which, as uſual, only : 
recapitulated the ſpeech, _ 
The oppoſition took great offence at the ten= | 
derneſs of expreſſion, that the two firſt gentle-. 
men had made uſe of concerning America. Mr. 
Nugent particularly inſiſted, ** That the gon 
and dignity of the kingdom, obliged us to com- 
pel the execution of the Stamp- Ad, except the 
right was acknowledged, and the repeal ſolicited 
as a favour, He computed the expence of the 
troops now employed in America for their de- 
| fence, as he called it, to amount to nine-pence 
in the pound of our land- tax; while the produce 
of the Stamp-Act would not raiſe a ſhilling a 
head on the inhabitants of America; but that a 
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pepper corn, in acknowledgment of the tight, 
was of more value, than millions without. He 
expatiated on the extreme ingratirude of the Co- 
lonies; and concluded, with charging the mi- 
niſtry with encouraging petitions to parliament, - 
and inſtructions to members from the trading 


and manufacturing towns, againſt the Act.“ 


Mr. Pitt was the next ſpeaker. Every friend 
of his country rejoiced to ſee him again in that 
+ houſe, and more fo, in ſuch perfect health. As 
he. always begins very low, and as every body 
was in , agitation at his firſt riſing, his intro- 
duction was not heard, till he ſaid, I came 
to town but today; I was a ſtranger to the te- 
nor of his majeſty's ſpeech, and the propeſed 
addreſs, till I heard them read in this houſe. 
Unconnetted and unconſulted, J have not the 


means of information; I am fearful of offend- 


ing through miſtake, and therefore beg to be 


indulged with;a ſecond reading of the propoſed 
_ addreis.” The addreſs being read, Mr. Pitt 


went on: He commended | the king's ſpeech, 
approved of the addreſs in anſwer, as it decided 
nothing, every gentlem:n being left at perfect 


| liberty to take ſuch a part concerning America, 


as he might afterwards ſee fir. One word only 
he could not approve of; an EARLY, is a word 
that docs not belong to the notice the miniſtry 


bave given to parliament of the troubles in 
America. In a matter of ſuch importance, 


the communication ought to have been imme» 
diate: 1 ſpeak not with reſpect to parties; 1 
ſtand up in this place fingle and unconnected. 

As to the late miniſtry, (turning him̃ſelf to Mr. 
9551 NO {at n one of him) every 


capital 


F 


foe L- 


capital meafure they have taken, has been ene 


tirely wrong £236 5 . 
As to the preſent gentlemen, to thoſe at leaſt 


whom I have in my eye (looking at the bench 


where Mr. Conway far, with the lords of the 


Treaſury; I have no objection; I have never 


been made a facrifice by any of them. Their 
characters are fair; and I am always glad when 
men of fair character engage in his majeſty's - 


ſervice. Some of them have done me the hos 


nour to aſk my poor opinion. before they would 
engage. Theſe will do me the juſtice to own, 


] adviſed them to engage; but notwithſtanding 
l love to be explicit I cannot give them my 
confidence; pardon me, gentlemen, (bowing to 
the miniſtry) confidence is a plant of ſlow growth 
in an aged boſorm : youth is the ſeaſon of creduli- 
ty; by comparing events with each other, rea- 


loning from effects to cauſes, methinks I plainly 


diſcover the traces of an over-ruling influence. 


There is à clauſe in the act of ſertlement; . 
to oblige every miniſter to ſign his name to the 
advice which he gives his ſovereign. Would it 
were obſerved -I have had tlie honour to ſerve 
the crown, and if I could have ſubmitted to 


influence, I might have ſtill continued to ſerve ; 
but I would not be reſponſible for others. 


have no local attachments; it is indifferent to 


me; whether a man was rocked in his cradle n 


this fide or that ſide of the Tweed. I ſougnjt 
for merit wherever it was to be found. It is 
my boaſt, that I was the firſt miniſter Who looked 

for it, and I found it in the mountains of the 
north, I called it forth, and drew it into your fers _ 
vice an hardy and intrepid race of men! Men. 


who, when left by your jealouſy, became a prey 
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to the artifices of your enemies, and had gone 


nigh to have overturned the ſtate, in the war 
before the laſt. Theſe men, in the laſt war, 


were brought to combat your ſide: they 


ſerved with fidelity, as they fought with va- 
Jour, and conquered for you in every part of 


5 the world: deteſted be the national reflections 


againſt them; they are unjuſt, groundleſs, il - 


liberal, unmanly. When I ceaſed to ſerve his 


majeſty as a miniſter, it was not the counTRY 
of the man by which I was moved—but THz 
MAN of that country wanted wisDom, and held 
principles incompatible with R EEDPOo WLW. 
It is a long time, Mr. Speaker, ſince 1 have 
attended in. parliament. When the' reſolution 
was taken in the houſe to tax America, I was 
ill in bed, If I could have endured to have 


been carried in my bed, ſo great was the agita- 


tion of my mind for the conſequences! I would. 
have ſolicited ſome kind hand to have laid me 
down on this floor, to have borne my teſti- 


mony againſt it. It is now an act that has paſ- 
edle would ſpeak with decency of every act of 
this houſe, ang I muſt beg 
the houſe to ſpeak of it with freedom. 


the indulgence of 


1 hope a day may be ſoon appointed * 
conſider the ſtate of the nation with reſpect to 
America. 1 hope gentlemen will come to this 


debate with all the temper and impartiality that 


his majeſty recommends, and the importance of 


the ſubject requires. A ſubje& of greater im- 


portance than ever engaged the attention of 
this houſe! that ſubject only excepted, when, _ 
near a century ago, it was the queſtion, whether. 
you yourſelves were to be bound, or free. In the 
mean e as I cannot 5 upon health for 
1 Gb any 


t 61 1 


any future day, ſuch is the nature of my infirniſs 


ties, I will beg leave to ſay a few words at pre- 


ſent, leaving the juſtice, the equity, the policy, s 
the expediency of the act, to another time. 1 
will only ſpeak to one point, a point which 


ſeems not to have been generally underſtood - 


I mean to the right. Some gentlemen (allud- 
ing to Mr. N 


- 


t) ſeem to have conſidered it . 


as a point of nonor. If gentlemen: conſider 


it in that light, they leave all meaſures of right 


and wrong, to follow a deluſion that may lead to 


deſtruction. It is my opinion that this kingdom 
has no right to lay a tax upon the colonies. At. 
the ſame time I aſſert the authority of this king= 
dom over the colonies, to be ſovereign and u 
preme, in every circumſtance of government 
and legiſlation whatſoever. —They are the ſub= 
jects of this kingdom, equally intitled Wien 
yourſelves to all the natural rights of mankindy 
and the peculiar. privileges of Engliſhmen. 
Equally bound by its laws, and equally pars” 
ticipating of the conſtitution of this free cue 
try. The Americans are the ſons, not the 
baſtards, of England. Taxation is no part of 
the governing or legiſlative power. —The taxes 
are a voluntary gift and grant of the commons 


alone. In legiſlation, the three eſtates of the 
realm are alike concerned, but the concurrence 


of the peers and the crown to a tax, is anly 


neceſſary to cloſe with the form of a law. The 


gift and grant is of the commons alone. In 
antient days, the crown, the barons, and the 
clergy poſſeſſed the lands. In thoſe days, the 
barons and the clergy gave and granted to the 
crown. They gave and granted what was their 
own. At preſent, ſince the diſcovery of * : 
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rica, and other 1 permittting, the 
commons are become the proprietors of he 
land. The crown has diveſted itſelf of its 


' eſtates. The church (God bleſs it) has but a 
Pittance. The property of the lords, com- 


Pared with that of the commons, is as a drop 
of water in the ocean; and this houſe repreſents 


"thoſe commons, the proprietors of the lands; 


and thoſe proprietors virtually repreſent the reſt 
of the inhabitants. When, therefore, in this 
Houſe we give and grant, we give and grant 
What is our own. But in an American tax, 


what do we do? We, your majeſty's commons 


of Great-Britain, give and grate to your majeſty, 


What? Our own property? —No. We give 


and grant to your majeſty the Properyy of your 


majeſty's commons of America,—lt is an ab- 


Jurdity in terms. 
The diſtinction between legillation and 
taxation is eſſentially neceſſary to/liberty. The 


*erown, the peers, are 77 ually legiſlative powers 
with the commons. 
fimple legiſlation, the crown, the peers have 


taxation be a part of 


Tights in taxation as well as yourſelves: rights 


Which they will claim, which they will exerciſe, 


"whenever the Princi iple can be ſupported by 


POWER: 


- 66 'PThere is an idea in ſome, that the dessen 


fain know by whom an American is repreſented 
here? Is 1 repreſented by any knight of the 
mnire, in any county in this kingdom? Wouro 
170 GOD THAT RESPECTABLE REPRESENTATION 
was AUGMENTED TO A GREATER NUMBER ! Or 


4 will you tell him that he is repreſented by any 


8 of a ä borough, which | 
=, perhaps 


4 8. 


are virtually repreſented in this houſe. I would 


— 


1 63 1 
perhaps no man ever ſaw This is what is called, 


the ROTTEN. rART OF THE CONSTITUTION,—lt 
cannot continue the century — If it does not 
drop, it muſt be amputated. — The idea of a 
virtual repreſentation of America in this houſe, 
is the moſt contemptible idea that ever entered 
into the head of a man—lt does not deſerve a 
ſerious refutation. 
The commons of America, repreſented in 
their ſeveral aſſemblies, have ever been in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the exerciſe of this, their conſtitu- 
tional right, of giving and granting their own 
money. They would have been ſlaves if they 
had not enjoyed it. At the ſame time, this king» 
dom, as the ſupreme governing and legiſlative 
power, has always bound the colonies: by her 
laws, by her regulations, and reſtrictions in 


% 


trade, in navigation, in manufactures in ever 


thing, except that of taking their money out of 
their pockets without their conſent. 
* Here I would draw the line, 


Quan ultra citraque nequit confiftere reftum." 


He concluded with a familiar voice and tone, 


but ſo low, that it was not eaſy to diſtinguiſh 
what he faid. A conſiderable pauſe enſued 
after Mr. Pitt had done ſpeaking. Mr. C--n--y | 
then got up. He ſaid, © he had been waiting 
to ſee whether any anſwer would be given, to 
what had been advanced by the right honoura- 
ble gentleman, reſerving himſelf for the reply; 
but as none had been given, he had only to de» 
clare, that his own ſentiments were entirely con- 
formable to thoſe of the right honourble gent]e- 
man.— That they are ſo conformable, he ſaid, is a 
circumſtance that affects me with moſt ſenſible 
pleaſure, and does. we the greateſt honour, But 
| | do 


E 
two things fell from that gentleman, which give 
me pain, as whatever falls from that gentleman, 
falls from ſo great a height as to make a deep 
impreſſion.— I muſt endeavour to remove it. It 
was objected, that the notice given to parlia- 
ment of the troubles in America was not early. 
J can aſſure the houſe, the firſt accounts were 
too vague and imperfect to be worth the notice 
of parliament. It is only of late that they have 

been preciſe and full. An over-ruling influence 
has alſo been hinted at. I ſee nothing of it—1 
feel nothing of it. I diſclaim it for myſelf, and 
(as far as my diſcernment can reach) for all the reſt 
of his majeſty's miniſters. Mr. Pitt ſaid, in anſwer 
to Mr. C——y, The excuſe is a valid one, 
if it is a juſt one. That muſt appear from the 
papers now before the houſe.” In the interim, 
Mr. G—He had recovered himſelf. He avoid- 
ed meddling with the doctrine of taxation be- 
ing confined to the houſ&%f commons, and 
being founded on the free gift of the collective 

body, through the medium of their repreſen- | 
tatives; neither did he attempt to defend the 
Virtual repreſentation- of America; but began 
with cenſuring the preſent miniſtry very ſeverely, 
for delaying to give earlier notice to parhament 
of the diſturbances in America. He ſaid, 
„They began in July, and now we are in the 
middle of January ; lately they were only oc- 
currences, (the word -ufed in the king's ſpeech 
on the 17th of December) they are now grown 

to diſturbances, to tumults and riots. I doubt 

they border on open rebellion; and if the 
doctrine T have heard this day be confirmed, I 
fear they will Joſe that name to take that of 
Revolution. The government over them being 
diliolved, a revolution will take place in Ame- 
rica. 


* ; 
3 1 = - 2 
A —ñ̃ ͤ—̃ CCC — * * — 5 


ans — 


— 


_ - BY — 5 _ — — . — 9 * = N 
ä — — — EINIIIN 
p ee Os CR — — — a - 


Py — A St ²˙02 2 
as 4 - . + ron ——— a Qs 1h 


c 
pd way mw tear I Ao. . 
« 2 
——— 


. 
rica. I cannot underſtand the difference be- 
tween external and internal taxes. They are 
the ſame in effect, and only differ in name. 
That this kingdom is the ſovereign, the ſu- 
preme legiſlative power over America, is grant- 
ed; It cannot be denied; and taxation is a part 
of that ſovereign power. It is one branch of 
the legiſlation. It is, it has been, exerciſed over 
thoſe who are not, who were never repreſented 
It is exerciſed over the India company, the 
merchants: of London, the proprietors: of the 
- ſtocks, and over many great manufacturing 
towns. It was exerciled over the palatinate & 
_ Cheſter, and the biſhoprick of Durham, before 
they ſent any repreſentatives to. parliament. I 
appeal for proof to the preambles of the acts 
Which gave them repreſentatives: the one in 
the reign of Henry VIII. the other in that of 
Charles II.“ Mr. G- lle then quoted the 
 STATUTES| EXACTLY, and deſired that they 
might be read; which being done, he reſumed 
his diſcourſe: When I = oſed to tax Ame- 
rica, I aſked the houſe, nk ny gentleman would 
object to the right; I repeatedly aſked it, and 
no man would attempt to deny it. Protection 
and obedience are reciprocal. Great- Britain 
protects Amęriga; America is bound to yield 
obedience. If Hot, tell me where the Americans 
were emancipated? When they want the pro- 
tection of this kingdom, they are always very 
ready to aſk it. That protection has always 
been afforded them in the moſt full and ample 
manner. The nation has run itſelf into an im- 
menſe debt to give them their protection; and 
now they are called upon to contribute à imall 
| ſhare: towards the public expence, an expence 
n from themſelves, - they. renqunce your 
- H 2 * 


„ 
authority, infult your officers,” and break out, 
I might almoſt ſay, into open rebellion. The 
ſeditious ſpirit of the colonies. owes its birth to 
the factions in this houſe. Gentlemen are care- 
leſs of the conſequences of what they ſay, pro- 
vided it anſwers the purpoſes of ' oppoſition. - 
We were told we trod on tender ground; we 
were bid to expect diſobedience. What was 
this, but telling the Americans to ſtand out 
againſt the law, to encourage their obſtinacy, 
with the expectation of ſupport from hence? 
Let us only hold out a little, they would ſay, 
our friends will ſoon be in power. Ungrateful 
people of America ! Bounties have been ex- 
tended to them. When 1 had the honour of 
ſerving the crown, while you yourſelves were 
loaded with an enormous debt, you have given 
bounties on their lumber, on their iron, their 
hemp, and many other articles. You have re- 
laxed, in their favour, the act of navigation, 
that palladium of the Britiſn commerce; and 
yet I have been abuſed in all the public papers 
as an enemy to the trade of America. I have 
been particularly charged with giving orders 
and inſtructions to prevent the Spaniſh trade, 
and thereby ſtopping the channel, by which 
alone North America uſed to be, relies with 
caſn for remittances to this cour J defy 
any man to produce any ſuch orders or inſtruc- 
tions. I diſcouraged no trade but what was 
illicit, what was prohibited by act of parlia-  * 
ment. I deſire a Weſt-India merchant, well: 
known in the city (Mr. Long) a gentleman _ 
of character, may be examined, He will tell 
you, that I offered to do every thing in my | 
power to advance the trade of America. 
Was above e giving. an W to anonymous ca- 
bumnics z 
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lumnies; but in this place, it becomes one to 
wipe off the aſperſion.“ | 
Here Mr. Grenville ceaſed. Several members 
got up to ſpeak, but Mr. Pitt ſeeming to riſe, 
the houſe was ſo clamorous for Mr, Pitt, Mr. 
Pitt, that the Speaker was obliged to call to 
orden b — 
After obtaining a little quiet, he ſaid, Mr. 
Pitt was up; who began with informing 
the houſe, That he did not mean to have 
gone any further upon the ſubject that day; 
that he had only deſigned to have thrown out a 
few hints, which gentlemen who were ſo confi- 
dent of the right of this kingdom to ſend taxes 
to America, might conſider; might, perhaps, 
reflect, in a cooler moment, that the right was 
at leaſt equivocal. But ſince the gentleman, 
who ſpoke laſt, had not ſtopped on that ground, 
but had gone into the whole ; into the juſtice, 
the equity, the policy, the expediency of the 
Stamp-Act, as well as in the right, he would 
follow him through the whole field, and com- 
bat his arguments on every point.“ | 
He was going on, when lord Strange got up, 
and called both the gentlemen, Mr. Pitt, and 
Mr. Grenville, to order. He ſaid, © they. had 
both departed from the matter before the houſe, 
which was the king's, ſpeech; and that Mr. 
Pitt was going to ſpeak twice on the ſame de- 
bate, although the houſe was not in a com- 
mes? ;; tio b9iks e _ 
Mr. George . Onſlow anſwered, That they 
were both in order,” as nothing had been faid, 
but what was fairly deducible from the king's 
ſpeech,” and appealed to .the Speaker. The 
Speaker decided in Mr. Onſlow's favour. | 


[ 55 li . 
Mr. Pitt ſaid, «© do not apprehend I am 
ſpeaking twice: I did expreſsly reſerve a — 
of my ſubject, in order to ſave the time of this 
houſe, but I am compell'd to proceed in it. IL 
do not ſpeak twice; I only finiſn what I de- 
ſignedly 2 imperfect. Bur if the houſe: is of 
a different opinion, far be it from me to indulge: 
a willy of tranſgreſſion againſt order. I am con- 
tent, if it be your pleaſure, to be filent.”— 
Here he pauſed—The houſe: reſounding. with, 
Go on, go on; he proceeded: 
Gentlemen, Sir, (to the 8 peaker) I have 
been charged with gi giving birth to ſedition in 
America. They have ſpoken their ſentiments 
with freedom, againſt t is unhappy act, and 
that freedom has become chieke crime. Sorry I 
am to hear the liberty of ſpeech in this houſe, 
imputed as a crime. But No imputatibn ſhall/ 


not diſcourage me. It is a liberty I mean to 
exerciſe. No gentleman ought to be afraid to 
ecxerciſe it. It is a liberty- by which the/ gen- 


tleman who calumniates it might have l 
He ought to have 3 He ought to have 


deſiſted from his project. The gentleman: tells 


us, America is obſtinate; America is almoſt in 
open rebellion, I rejoice that America has re- 
xeſiſted. Three — of people, ſo dead to 
all the feelings of liberty, as "blurs to ſub- 
mit to be ſlaves, would have been fit inftruments. 
to make ſlaves of the reſt. Þ come not here 
arm'd at all points, with law caſes and acts of 
parliament, with the ſtatute book doubled down 
in dogs- ears, to defend the cauſe of liberty: if F 
had, 4 myſelf would have cited the two. caſes of 
Cheſter — Durham. I would have cited them, 
to have ſhewn, r even under arbitrary reigns, | 


_ . parliaments 


| —_ - 24 
parhaments were aſhamed of taxing a peop! 
without their conſent, and allowed them repre- 
ſentatives. Why did the gentleman confine 
himſelf to Cheſter and Durham? He might 
have taken a higher example in Wales; Wales, 
that never was taxed by parliament, till it was 
incorporated. I would not debate a particular 
point of law with the gentleman : I know his 
abilities. 1 have been obliged to his diligent 
reſearches. But, for the defence of liberty upon 
a general principle, upon a conſtitutional prin- 
ciple, it is a ground on which I ſtand firm; on 
which I dare meet any man. The gentleman 
tells us of many who are taxed, and are not re- 
preſented. The India company, merchants, 


ftock-holders, manufacturers. Surely many ex 


theſe are repreſented in other capacities, as 
owners of land, or as freemen of boroughs. It 


is a misfortune that more are not actually re- 


preſented. But they are all inhabitants; and, 
as ſuch, are virtually repreſented. Many have 
it in their option to be actually repreſented. 
They have connections with thoſe that elect, and 
they have influence over them, The gentle- 
man mentioned the ſtock-holders: I hope he 
does not reckon the debts of the nation as part 
of the national eſtate. Since the acceſſion of 
king William, many miniſters, ſome of great, 
others of more moderate, abilities, have taken 
the lead of government.“ | | 
He then went through the liſt of them, bring- 
ing it down till he came to himſelf, giving a 
ſhore ſketch of the characters of each of them. 
None of theſe,” he faid, thought, or ever 
dreamed, of robbing the colonies of their con- 
ſtitutional rights. That was reſerved to mark 
the æra of the late adminiſtration: not, e 
| E there 
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greater muſt rule 
cContradict the fun 
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there were wanting ſome, when I had the honour 


to ſerve his majeſty, to propoſe to me to burn 


my fingers with an American Stamp-Act. With 
the enemy at their back, with our bayonets at 
their breaſts, in the day of their diſtreſs, per- 
haps the Americans would have ſubmitted to 


the impoſition; but it would have been taking 


an ungenerous, and unjuſt advantage. The 


gentleman boaſts of his bounties to America! 


Are thoſe bounties intended finally for the be- 
nefit of this kingdom? If they are, where is his 
peculiar merit to America? If they are not, he 
has miſapplied the national treaſures. I am no 


caurtier of America, I ſtand up for this kingdom. 


I maintain, that the parliament has a right to 
bind, to reſtrain America. Our legiſlative power 
over the colonies, is ſovereign and ſupreme. 
When it ceaſes to be ſovereign and ſupreme, I 1 


would adviſe every gentleman to ſell his lands, 
- if he can, and embark for that . When 
two countries are connected together, li 

land and her colonies, without being incor- 


ke Eng- 


porated, the one muſt neceſſarily govern; the 
leſs; but ſo rule it, as not to 
Rental principles that are 


*. w—_ * 
wr 7 4 


common to both, 7 4 45 
* If the gentleman does not underſtand the dif- 
ference between internal and external taxes, 1 


cannot help it; but there is a plain diſtinction 
between taxes levied for the purpoſes of raiſing 


a revenue, and duties impoſed for the regulation 


of trade, for the accommodation of the ſubject; - 7 


although, in the conſequences, ſome revenue 
might incidentally ariſe from the latter. 
The gentleman aſks, when were the colonies 
emancipated? But I deſire to know, when they' 

4 ; = Tg. £5323 alle were 


were made ſlaves? But I dwell not upon words. 
When I had the honour of ſerving his majeſty, I 


availed myſelf of the means of information, which 


derived from my office: I ſpeak, therefore, 
from knowledge. My materials were good. I was 
at pains, to collect, to digeſt, to conſider them 

and I will be bold to affirm, that the profits o 
Great Britain, from the trade of the colonies, 
through all its branches, is two millions a year, 
This is the fund that carried you triumphantly 
through the laſt war. The eſtates that were 
rented at two thouſand pounds a year, threeſcore 
yaers ago, are at three thouland pounds at pre- 
ſent. Thoſe eſtates ſold then from fifteen to 
eighteen years purchaſe; the ſame may be now 
ſold for thirty. You owe this ro America, This 
is the price that America pays you for her pro- 
tection. And ſhall a miſerahle financier come 
with a boaſt, that he can fetch a pepper - corn 
into the Exchequer, to the loſs of millions to the 
nation! I dare not ſay, how much higher theſe 
profits may be augmented. Omitting the im- 


menſe increaſe of people, by natural population, 


in the northern colonies, and the migration from 
every part of Europe, I am convinced the whole 
commercial ſyftem of America may be altered to 
advantage. Tou have prohibited, where you 
ought to have encouraged; and you have encau- 
raged where you ought to have prohibited. Im- 
proper reſtraints have been laid on the continent, 
in favour of the iſlands. You have but two nations 
to trade with in America. Would you had twenty 
Let acts. of parliament in conſequence of treaties 
remain, but let not an Engliſh miniſter become 
a cuſtom-houſe officer for Spain, or for any 
| 25 | * foreign 


© 1 | 
foreign power. Much is wrong, much may be 
amended for the general good of the whole. 
Does the gentleman complain he has been 
miſrepreſented in the public prints? It is a 
common misfortune. In the Spaniſh affair, in 
the laſt war, I was abuſed in all the news- papers, 
for having adviſed his majeſty to violate the laws 
of nations, with regard to Spain. The abuſe 
was induſtriouſly circulated, even in hand- bills. 
If adminiſtration did not propagate the abuſe, 
ADMINISTRATION NEVER CONTRADICTED Ir. 
I will not ſay what advice I did give to the king. 
My advice is in writing, ſigned by myſelf, in 
the poſſeſſion of the crown. But I will ſay, what 
advice I did not give to the king: I did not ad- 
viſe him to violate any of the laws of nations. 
As to the report of the gentleman's pre- 
. venting, in ſome way, the trade for bullion with 
the Spaniards, it was ſpoken of ſo confidently, 
that I o/ I am one of thoſe who did believe it 
6 —«Üy ³ oo PHT 725 
The gentleman muſt not wonder he was 
not contradicted, when, as the miniſter, he aſ- 
ſerted a right of parliament to tax America. I 
know not how it is, but there is a modeſty in 
this houſe which does not chuſe to contradict a 
miniſter. I wiſh gentlemen would get the better 
of this modeſty. If they do not, perhaps, the 
collective body may begin to abate of its reſpect 
for the repreſentative. Lord Bacon had told me, 
that a great queſtion would not fail of being 
agitated at one time or another, I was willing 
to agitate that at the proper ſeaſon, the German 
war: my German war, they called it. Every 
ſeſſions I called out, has any body any objeftions 
to the German war? No body would object to 
| H | zr, 
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it, one gentleman only excepted, ſince removed 
to the upper houſe, by ſucceſſion to an ancient 
barony; (meaning lord le Deſpencer, formerly 
fir Francis Daſhwood) he told me, © he did not 
like my German war.” I honoured the man 
for it, and was ſorry when he was nen ee | 
of his poſt. ; 
A great deal has been ic 85 doors, 
of the power, of the ſtrength, of America. It is 
a topic that ought to be cautiouſly meddled with. 
In a good cauſe, on a ſound bottom, the force 
of this country can cruſh America to atoms. I 


know the valour of your troops. I know the 


{kill of your officers. There is not a company of 
foot that has ſerved in America, out of which you 
may not pick a man of ſufficient knowledge and 
experience, to make a governor of a colony there. 
But on this ground, on the Stamp- Act, when ſo 

many here will think it a crying nne 1 am 


one who will lift my hands againſt it. 
In ſuch a cauſe, your ſucceſs would be — * 


zardous.—America, if ſhe fell, would fall like. 
the ſtrong man. She would embrace the pillars. 
of the tate, and pull down the conſtitution along 

with her. Is this your boaſted peace? Not to ſheath 
the ſword in its ſcabbord, but to ſheath-it in the 
bowels of your countrymen? Will you quarrel 
with yourſelves, now the whole houſe of Bourbon 
is united againſt you? While France — 
your fiſheries in Newfoundland, emharraſſes your 
{lave trade to Africa, and with olds from TOUr. 
ſubjects in Canada, their property ſtipulated by 
treaty; while the ranſom for Manillas is denied 
by Spain, and its gallant conqueror baſely tra- 
duced into a mean n a gentleman, (co- 


lonel Draper) whoſe noble and generous ſpirit 
I 2 would 


* 


n = 


would do honour to the roudeſt. grandee « of the 


- 


country. The Americans have not acted in all 


things with prudence and temper. They have 
been wronged. They have been driven to mad- 


neſs by injuſtice. Will you puniſh them for the 


8 


madneſs you have occafioned ? Rather let pru- 


- dence and temper come firſt from this fide, I 


will undertake for America, that ſhe will follow 


” the example. Ther E are 'two lines i na ballad of 


Pricr's, of a man's behaviour to his wife, ſo ap- 
plicable to you and your colonies, eg I * 


5 wp repeating them: 5 


Be to her 1 a little blind: : * ; ; | 
« Be to her virtues very kind.“ | 


e Upon the whole, Twill beg leave to tell the 
houſe what is really my opinion. It 1s, that the 


Stamp-Act be REPEALED ABSOLUTELY, 10 


ALI, and IMMEDIAT ELV. That the reafon 


for the repeal be aſſigned, becauſe it was founded 


„„ 


on an erroneous principle. At the ſame time, 
let the ſovereign authority of this country over 
the colonies, be aſſerted in as ſtrong terms as 


can be deviſed, and he made to extend to every 


point of legiſlation whatſoeyer. That we may 


1 1339 
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5 The wy which Mr. Pitt 1 5 upon Hike . 

caſion, was in general extremely acceptable to 

the people of the Mother- Country; but the 
Americans were extravagant in their acclama- 
tions. They conſidered the repeal of the Stamp- 


Akt Which immediately followed, as a bleſſing 


"privvipuily * by his means; and ſpoke 
25 . e * ; 1 8 | con- ; 
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| conſequently both of his head agd bis heart in 
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the moſt. vebement terms of admiration. : nor 
was their gratitude ,confined to words z they 
ſtruck medals in honour of their deliveren, and 
ſent over for ſtatues of him. which they erefted 
in, their cities, with every teſtimony. of he 
deepeſt reſpect, and the warmeſt affection... In 
| Hort, diſtinguiſhing as the marks of public re- 
_ *= gard had been, which he formerly received on 
tis ſide the water, ſtill the inſtances of vene : 
ration which were now ſfewn him beyond the 
Atalantic, were carried ſo much farther, as to 
leave room for no poſſible increaſe, unleſs they 
actually worſhipped him as a divinity, 
It muſt, indeed, be allowed, that Mr. Pitt's 
arguments in favour of the repeal, had very 
great weight in the Houſe of Commons ; but 
it muſt alſo be allowed, that there were many 
other gentlemen. who diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
_ conſpicuouſly in favour, of the Americans. 
Among theſe, we mult not forget the very able 
and accurate Mr. Charles Tounſhend, who 
ſpoke with a force of eloquence that was actu- 
ally amazing, and a fund of information that 
ſeemed to be unlimited. This great man, dur 
ing the agitation of the repeal, inſtead of con- 
tenting himſelf merely with the ſuperficials of 
the ſubject, went to the very bottom of the de- 
bate; he maturely conſidered the importance of 
the colonies, the nature of their trade, and the 
form of their conſtitution: he then conſidered 
the impropriety of making thoſe. our moſt im- 
placable enemies, who were inclined to be our 
moſt affectionate friends; and ſaw the injuſtice 
of which the Mother-Country was ſo ſcanda- 
louſly guilty, when ſhe trod a whole nation into 
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| the moſt abject ſer of ſlaves, who had, to the 
full, as ſtrong a claim to freedom as herſelf. 
Upon the whole, Mr. Townſhend had con- 
verſed with the moſt intelligent well-wiſhers 
both to the Mother-Country and the Colonies : 
His materials were admirable; and thoſe who 
have ever heard him ſpeak, need not be told 


what an additional force they acquired from the 


; exquiſite colouring of ſo maſterly an orator. 
Indeed, Mr. Townſhend himſelf acknowledged 
the pains he had been at to collect his materials; 
and, in a moſt elegant ſpeech after the Stamp- 
Act was repealed, very viſibly glanced at Mr. 
William Kelly, of New-York, as the Perſon 
to whom he was principally indebted for his 
information. Mr. Kelly was a merchant of the 
firſt eminence at New-York, but had retired 
from buſineſs for ſome time, and lived inde- 
[va on his fortune. He was, however, 
ly" converſant with the mutual (intereſt 
of Great-Britain and the Colonies, | and, to 
an underſtanding naturally excellent, had joined 
all the advantages of an extenſive experience. 


Antecedent to the repeal, he had been exa- 


mined before the Houſe of Commons about the 
affairs of America; and, though his examina- 
tion continued almoſt four hours, he acquitted 
himſelf, through the whole, with a politeneſs, 
perſpicuity, and a manlineſs, that gained him 
the tigheft' reputation from that illuſtrious aſ- 
ſembly. The Americans, therefore, though they 
have great obligations to Mr. Pitt, ſhould con- 
fider there are other gentlemen in the Britiſh 
parliament by whom they have been obliged, 
and conſequently ſhould not confine the returns 
of their gratitude to one particular  perſonage; - 


elpacially too as that perſonage does not wiſh to 
make 


„ 
make a monopoly of praiſe,” but has GED) 
enough to be contented with his own” ſhare of 
| merit, without deſiring to engroſs any part of 
what is due to his neighbours. ' But to quit on- 
neceſſary 7 e and to go 0 on way the 3 
— ſubject: 

The ably of Or warrants coming on 
ſhortly after the repeal of the Stamp-Act, Mr. 
Pitt, in a very ſpirited manner, exclaimed a- 
| mare ſuch arbitrary ſtretches of the mini- 

terial power, notwithſtanding he, at the ame 
time, acknowledged that ſuch warrants had 
been once iſſued under himſelf. He, however, 


| __ obſerved, that the time in which they were 


thus iſfued by his own direction, was ex- 
tremely critical, and the occaſion no leſs ex- 
traordinary: it was during the war, when in- 
formation had been given him of a ſuſpicious 
foreigner, who was preparing to leave the king- 


dom. He ſaid, that he had even then con- 


ſulred his friend Mr. Pratt, the attorney- gene- 
ral, about the lawfulneſs of the affair, and was 


told that the action was illegal; but, ſaid Mr. 


Pitt, „the ſafety of the nation required an 


inſtant diſpatch, and I hazarded my head 
vwith pleaſure, left. that ſafety ſhould be any 
ways endangered by waiting for formalities.” 
There is a greatneſs of foul in this declaration, 
which cannot be ſufficiently honoured; and not- 
withſtanding Mr. Pitt's enemies have repeatedly : 
| urged it as an argument of his inconſiſtency, it 
is nevertheleſs an inconſiſtency. of ſo exalted a 
nature, as throws a much ſtronger luſtre on his 
character, than if he had gone on for a Whole 
life, in one undeviating round of the moſt punc- 
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be parliament was no ſooner prorogued, 
than ao alteration in the miniſtry became the 


adde of public converſation ; the miviſters 
then in being though they had obtained a re- 
t 


peal of the Stamp-Act; though they had pro- 
cured a vote of condemnation in regard to ge- 
neral warrants; 1 they had obtained a 
change in the mode of levying the cyder- duty, 
and done feyeral other acts which were ex- 
tremely agreeable to the kingdom, nevertheleſs 
were far from being in high eſtimation with the 
people. They were ſuppoſed by a great many 
to be under the influence of lord Bute, and even 
benefits from his hand were utterly ünaccept- 
able. Others, who thought them uninfluenced 
entertained but a ſmall idea of their merit; and 


1 
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their integrity, bad but a very narrow opin 
meaſures were univerſally approved, they them- 
ſelves: wete. no way reſpected; and that dear 
love of variety, which operates ſo much upon 
the mind of this infatuated country, rendering, 
us ſtill deſirous of a change; the neceſſity of an. 
alteration came at length to be conſidered, 
though it was rather a difficult circumſtance, to 
get a ſet of proper perſons in their place, The, 
ublic voice was loud for Mr. Pitt and [42 . 
Temple z bur the latter not chooſing to come 
in, as was ſuppoſed, unleſs his brother, Mr. 
6. G. was employed, and the former not chooſ- 
ing to be connected with that miniſter, an ac- 
commodation became impoſſible. Mr. Pitt, 
however, ſtill maintained a much higher ſhare in 
the public opinion than lord Temple. In fact. 


E 
the principal part of his lordſhip” 8 popularity re- 


ſulted from his being formerly connected with _ 


Mr. Pitt, and throwing up the privy-ſeal, ax 
the ſame time that the other threw up the fe- 
cretaryſhip of ſtate. Of courſe, therefore; 
there could be but little queſtion in whoſe fa- 
vour the beam of national partiality would turn, 
when the merits of both were contraſted. Ac- 
cordingly Mr. Pitt had a thouſand voices, Where 
lord Temple had one; and there was ſcarcely 
a news- paper eſſayiſt, or a political writer in 
the kingdom, but what now declaimed upon 


the neceſſity of advaneing this great man im- 


mediately to the principal office of government. 

An alteration, however, did not take place in 
the miniſtry, *cill the latter end of July. Ar 
this time the marquis of Rockingham was dif- 
miſſed from the head of the Treaſury, and was 
ſucceeded by the duke of Grafton, The duke 
had been Secretary of State during the greateſt 
part of the laſt adminiſtration; but upon ſome 
diſguſt, or diſappointment, he reſigned the ſeals, 
which were given to his grace the duke of 


Richmond, The duke of Grafton's great abilities, 


however, recommending him to the more imme- 
diate attention of the ſovereign, he was now 
appointed to the chief ſeat at the Treaſury- 
board; Mr. Charles Townſhend was made Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, in the room of Mr. 
Dowdeſwell; lord Shelburne, Secretary of State, 
in the duke of Richmond's place; lord Cam- 
den ſucceeded the earl of Northington, as Lord 
Chancellor; and the earl of Winchelſea was 
diſmiſſed, that the Preſidency of the Council 
might be given te the earl of Northington, 
To ble the * the Privy. Seal was 
K | taken 
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taken from the duke of Newcaſtle, and give 
to Mr. Pitt, who was ennobled at the = 
time, by the ſtile of viſcount Pitt, of Pynſent- 
Burton, in the county of Somerſet, and earl of 
Chatham. 

I have now brought down Mr. Pitt's political 
life to the preſent hour; and though in the 
courſe of the foregoing ſheets I have very fre- 
quently paid a juſt tribute of admiration to the 
greatneſs of his abilities, I have by no means 
ſet myſelf up as an advocate for all his proceed- 
ings. There have been undoubtedly ſome very 
palpable inconſiſtencies in his conduct, and his 
behaviour in regard to continental meaſures, is 
what his greateſt partizans muſt rather think of 
extenuating, than endeavour to defend; but 
with all His inconſiſtencies, with all his errors, 
I may fafely take upon me to ſay, that he has 
done more for this country than any other mi- 
niſter ſince our firſt exiſtence as a people. Per- 
fection is not the attribute of human nature, 
and great as my veneration for Mr. Pitt may 
be, it would only expoſe him to the ridicule 
of the world, ſhould I fooliſhly ſtrive to prove 
that he is wholly exempted from infirmities. It 
is praiſe enough for him, it is praiſe enough for 
any man, to be the moſt able, the moſt upright. 
"miniſter that our annals have ever produced; 
and, if this ſhare of reputation be - candidly 
allowed him, I don't know that the moſt zea- 
lous of his admirers can poſſibly wiſn him a 
more exalted ſhare of character. Thoſe may 
talk of infallibility who look beyond the brittle: | 
lot of humanity for their heroes, but thoſe who 
treat of merely mortal men, muſt give. the: 
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palm of excellence to ſuch as poſſeſs the moſt 
virtues with the feweſt imperfections. 

As nothing is more fluctuating than the good 
opinion of the public, I am very well aware 
that at the preſent criſis there are numbers who” 
were formerly the - moſt ſtrenuous admirers of 
Mr. Pitt, that look upon his acceptance of an 
earldom as a fort of ſuicide upon his reputation 
the national mind, like the individual, judges 
moſt commonly in extremes; receives mere con- 
jectures for abſolute certainty; and ſets down 
every man as corrupt where it has once thought 
proper to ſuſpect his virtue: without allowing for 
circumſtances or times, and without comparing 
cauſes with events, ninety- nine in every hundred, 
determine finally on the conduct of every great 
man; and having once pronounced ſentence ad- 
mit of no appeal from the infallible tribunal of 
their own imagination; by this means the moſt 
deſerving mem abers of the community frequent- 
ly fink into betrayers of their country; and 
he is very often extolled into 4 ſaviour" of the 
public, who like another Eroſtratus, ſets the 
Temple of virtue on flames. 

The generality of people have for ſome time 

expected to ſee Mr. Pitt again reſtored to en 
active department in the government, where 
the principal I of all public buſineſs 
ſhould reſt immediately in his hands. While 
he remained in the Houſe of Commons to op- 
poſe the eſtabliſhment of arbitrary or unneceſ- 
ſary taxes, they looked upon their properties to 
be ſecure; and all they wanted was to ſee him 
placed in ſuch an office as could procure us a 
proper degree of reſpect from thoſe powers 
who have lately trifled with our r 
. an 


1 

and treated us with a moſt inſuperable con- 

tempt. ee ved of their palladium, therefore, 
on the one hand, and diſappointed in their ex- 
pectations on the other; they begin to imagine 
chat Mr. Pitt's patriotiſm, like the patriotiſm 
of many former miniſters, was entirely intereſted; 
and that under a ſpecious affectation of zeal for 
the good-of his country, he was only endea- 
ons at the eſtabliſhment of his own welfare. 
For my own part I have as little inclina- 
tion to varniſh over an infamous action as any 
other man, Though Mr. Pitt's admirer, I am 
no way his idolater; and though 1 ſhould be 
_ hearti] ſorry that any actual baſeneſs could be 

Sd. in his 8 ſtill I ſhould ſubſcribe 
S the juſtneſs of his condemnation if I ſaw the 
leaſt reaſon in the world for mutig him with 
grace. 

The gentlemen who are ſo highly offended 
with Mr. Pitt becauſe | he did not come into 
tome active department of the adminiſtration 
ſeem to think that he ſhould be as totally ex- 
empted from bodily decays as from mental im- 
perfections; they do not conſider that this great 
man is now in the decline of life, that he has 
been long ſinking under the almoſt unremitting 
. of a dreadful diſorder, and that for 
ſeveral times of late he has been carried into 
the Houſe of Commons by his friends, wrapped 
up in flanne ls, and totally unable to ſtand 
where it was eyen neceſſary for him to ſpeak 
upon the buſineſs of his country; they do nor 
conſider that reſt and relaxation are now entirely: | 
requiſite to give the ſhort remainder of life ſome 
little taſle of tranquility. They do not recol- 
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pain, and have ideas of pleaſure z be deſirous 
to avoid the ſtroke of adverſity, and ſolicitous 
to baſk a moment in the genial ſunſhine of 
content. On the contrary, attentive only to the 
narrow- minded conſiderations of their own. in- 
tereſt, they will not allow him the ſmalleſt in- 
terval of repoſe; and inſtead of thanking him 
for the numberleſs bleſſings which they have 
already poſſeſſed through his means, they load 
him with obloquy and reproach, becauſe he will 
not ſacrifice himſelf entirely in their ſervice, and 
breath out his very laſt in the Herculean la 
of a freſh: adminiſtration. 122 W 
Had the gentlemen, however, who cent 
Mr. Pitt ſo highly for accepting only a ſine- 
cure in the government, been actuated by ang 
principles either of gratitude or generoſity, 
they would rather on this occaſion rejoice than 
be ended with his determination; -would 
have been pleaſed that a man, * had done 
them ſuch eſſential ſervices, was now in a con- 
dition to reap ſome advantages for himſelf, and 
that in the evening of his days he found an ho- 
nourable and eaſy means to provide for the ad- 


vancement of his family; but no—his place, and 


his title are the infamous wages of corruption; 


they are not given him as rewards for paſt merits, 


but to prevent him from conterring future be- 


nefits on his country; and it is neither the con- 


ſideration of health, nor the motive of happi-· 


neſs, by which he is influenced; but the paltry, 


the ſcandalous deſire of accumulating; wn 
and honours for his poſterity. 


I gentlemen are really determined to ſhur f 


"their ears againſt the ſenſe of conviction it is in 
vain for me to argue But if by Mr. Pitt's pag 
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nie de may be allowed to form any idea of his 
preſent conduct, there can be but little room 
to charge him either with being allured from 
the intereſt of his country, by the glitter of a 
title, or the advantages of a place. We all 
know extremely well when he enjoyed the pay- 
maſterſhip of the forces, notwithſtanding the 
Nlenderneſs of his fortune at that time, he ne- 
vertheleſs threw up a very large ſhare of thoſe 
perquiſites, which had always been confidered as 
the indiſputable due of his predeceſſors, and had 
been conſtantly enjoyed by the moſt difintereſt- 
ed of thoſe gentlemen whoever held the place. 
We alſo know, that during the time of his ad- 
miniſtration, when the whole treaſures of the 
Kingdom were in a manner at his immediate 
diſpoſal, his circumſtances were remarkably 
moderate, and no expedients whatever were 
made uſe of to raiſe the opulence of his family. 
It cannot, therefore, be reaſonably ſuppoſed that 
a man, who during his whole life has been no- 
torious for his diſregard of money, ſhould now 
when his fortune is greatly encreaſ&d become 
the ſlave of avarice, and to uſe a phraſe which 


Mfr. Pitt himſelf once applied to a well known 


commoner, © Launch out into fin in propor- 
“tion as he wanted temptation.” But let us 
even ſuppoſe that Mr. Pitt's health was no way 
impaired, and that in oppoſition to the general 
tenor of his former life, he is now become the 
. moſt avaricious of mankind—ftill by this rule 
his accepting of the privy ſeal will be utterly 
inconſiſtent with the charge of avarice. An 


_ avaricious” man would have greedily ſeized 


on that employment which appeared the beſt. 


calculated to promote his intereſt; the as" | 
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lary would he a matter of much importance to 
him; to ſay nothing of the numberleſs offices 
which are in the gift of particular departments, 
and which a miſerly mind might eaſily turn to 
a valuable account. If therefore, Mr. Pitt was 
able to go through the fatigues of buſineſs, 
every body will allow that he ſacrificed 'his'own 
intereſt by not accepting of a more lucrative 
employment than the privy ſeal, ſince every 
body acknowledges that he could have his 
choice of offices. A ſecretaryſhip of ſtate, or 
the firſt ſeat in the Treafury, had not only an- 
| ſwered the purpoſes of his parſimony,” but the 
ends of his popularity, and the acceptance of 
either would have equally promoted his intereſt 
and his reputation. Conſequently, as he choſe 
an employment ſo greatly interior in value, we 
cannot ſuppoſe avarice to be the motive of his 
choice; and if we do not imagine him influ- 
enced by the love of money, to what end can 
we aſcribe his conduct but to the natural 1 
of age, and the encreaſe of infirmities? 
But had it been poſſible: for Mr. Pitt to be⸗ 
come the dupe of a certain unpopular noble- 
man, at the preſent period, what prevented 
him from liſtening to that nobleman's overtures 
when he threw up the ſeals in the year 1761? 
At that time, he might have made his own. 
terms with the favourite, and at that time, the 
ſame title which has been now ſaid to influence 
his conduct, was ready for his acceptance; but 
he ſcorned to be the tool of any man Nay, he 
threw up becauſe he was not abſolutely allowed 
to Gump; and fo far from behaving with any 
4 . & yr the FREY were almoR ready 


to 1 that he added with too muck, 

Mr. Pitt's conſequence has been no way dimi- 
niſbed ſince that period, nor has the favourite's 
importance received any encreaſe. On the 
* contrary, Mr. Pitt's conſideration has rather been 
enhanced; and the influence of the favourite, 
if any thing, has been leſſened. From which 
it is no way unreaſonable to infer, that if Mr. 


Pitt, when his circumſtances were much leſs 


affluent, had pride enough to deſpiſe an accom- 
modation with the unpoluar nobleman, who was 
then in the zenith of his power, he has now a 
ſufficient ſhare of pride to deſpiſe an accom-— 
maodation with him, when he (the favourite) is 

ſo apparently deprived of weight and authority. 
But be matters as they may, it is Ml the in- 
diſputable duty of the public not to argue in 
a caſe of this important nature from mere con- 
jecture, ſince gratitude as well as equity obliges 
us to wait for facts. A title is no way infa- 
mous but were it is conferred as the wages of 
corruption. Hitherto every body muſt acknow- 
ledge, that Mr. Pitt has deſerved the higheſt 
reward for his public virtue; till we have 
ſome certain proof that he has received it for 
other purpoſes, let us juſtly as well as gene- 
rouſly conſider his as granted on that account. 
A readineſs to ſuſpect the principles of thoſe 
who have been long eminent for their worth, 
may indicate our knowledge of the world, but it 
never will do any credit to the benignity of our 
hearts. Let us not for fear Mr. Pict e may forfeit 
his integrity, run into the very error we con- 
demn, and madly, relinquiſh all n ts 
honeſty ourſelves. Let us not a man wha 
| has Red us, our WIVES and gur children from 
mera 
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inevitable deſtruction, of what is much dearer 
to him than life, his reputation; nor be offend- 
ed that he has now obtained, what we always 
thought he richly merited, a diftinguiſhed 
mark of. approbation from his ſovereign. On 
the contrary, let us rejoice, that the goodneſs 
of that ſoverign has ſanctified our eſteem, and 
ſet ſo honourable a ſeal upon the affection of 


the public. 


Inconſiſtency has been too long the character 
of this infatuated country, the inſtability of our 
temper is become an abſolute proverb among 
our neighbours, and it is high time that we en- 
deavour at eſtabliſhing a different reputation: 
what muſt all the people of Europe think, 
what muſt the whole world think, when they 

find us in a flame, becauſe the very firſt object 
of our regard has received ſuch a mark of his 
majeſty's favour, as we ourſelves have continu- 
ally wiſhed him! Ever ſince his majeſty's ac- 
ceſſion we have lamented that Mr. Pitt was not 
honoured with a principal ſhare of the royal 
confidence; and that a miniſtry was not formed 
to that gentleman's approbation. He is now 

poſſeſſed of the royal confidence. A mini- 
ſtry is now formed to his wiſhes, and we are 
miſerable. In ſhort, without having done any 
thing in nature but complied with our moit 
earneſt deſires, we rob him at once of our con- 
fidence; and, inſtead of ſympathizing with thoſe 
infirmities which render him unable to undergo 
an exceſs of fatigue, his vefy misfortunes be- 
come criminal, and we exclaim againſt his 
want of health as an actual want of affection 
for his country. The felon at our bar, though 
ſeized in the very act of rapine; the murderer 


; 
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ln our dungeons, though reeking from the effir- 


ſion of blood, are nevertheleſs judged innocent 
by the lenity of our laws, till they are judically 
convicted of crimes : but the man who bas 

reatly ſerved the ſtate, who has not only 
Faced f it from the moſt certain deſtruction, 
but raiſed-it to an unexampled height of glory, 
is condemned without a hearing; is ſacrificed 


without a proof; his acceptance of thoſe ho- 


nours which we ourſelves judge to be his due, 
is his guilt; and we take away more than his 
fortune, and his life, becauſe he has gratified 
our warmeſt inclinations. While this is the 
juſtice, while this is the gratitude of England, 
every man who wiſhes well to his own intereſt, 
or honour, muſt be fearful of engaging in her 
cauſe ; muſt ſhudder at ſtanding up in her 
defence; and the general run of miniſters will 
think themſelves even juſtified in betraying 
her moſt eſſential regards, when diſgrace and 
execration are the only returns which thoſe are to 


2 who ſerve her with the greateſt fidelity. 
| ut among all the infamous inſtruments of 


faction who a endeavoured to prejudice Mr. 


Pitt in the intereſt of his country he author 
of an Enquiry into the conduct of a. late Right bo- 
nourable Commoner, is principally entitled to our 
contempt and deteſtation, for the impenetrable 
dulneſs of his head, and the inveterate malig- 


nity of his temper. Without the moſt diſtant 


appearance, either of underſtanding or honeſty, 
he takes upon him to pronounce deciſiyely on 
every part of Mr. Pitt's conduct; and obtrud- 


ing the ſcandalous forgeries of his own rancour, 
for ſo many indiſputable facts, he candidlyß 


1 draus concluſions from Premiſes which never 


— 


wy nk 
had any exiſtence but in the execrable ſtye of 


„ 


his own imagination. From the paltry, bald, 


inaccurate, and even ungrammatical manner in 
which this wretched little pamphlet is written, 


* 


I ſhould be ready to ſet it down as the proſtitute 


production of ſome bookſeller's hireling, who 


wanted to make a few ſhillings by the prejudices. 


which the public ſo unjuſtly entertain againſt. 


Mr. Pitt, on account of his advancement to a a 
coronet; but as from the extravagance of en- 


comium with which lord Temple is treated 


through the whole; and from the account of a 
private converſation between that nobleman and 
Mr. Pitt, -I have ſome reaſon to think, that, 


miſerable as the ſcribbler is, he has been em- 
ployed by ſomebody of more conſequence than 
virtue, and more vindictiveneſs - than under- 
ſtanding, I ſhall confider the performance in 
queſtion with a gravity to which it is very little 
entitled, either on account of the language or 
arguments. X 


The ingenious author of this delicate piece, 


lays it down as an uncontrovertable princi- 


ple, „that whenever a man eſpouſes what is 
called a patriotic party, he ſhould bind him- 
ſelf eternally to one ſet of men, and ſupport 
them upon every occaſion, notwithſtanding they 
may act in diametrical oppoſition to the princt- 
ples of his own reaſon, or the palpable intereſt 


of his country,” Unleſs he does this, he mult 


forfeit, according to our author, all pretenſions 


to character; and muſt fink; with the common 


herd of mock - public ſpirits, - who are ſhifting 
with every wind, and ſtudious only to raiſe 


their own emolument by a ſeeming attachment 
to the welfare of the kingdomm . 
2 2 : With 


— 
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| With all poſſible deference, however, to the 
opinion of this worthy gentleman, I muſt beg 

leave to diſſent from him very widely on this 
occaſion. Agreeable to my ſenſe of patriotiſm, 
43 ne, man ſhould attach himſelf blindly to a party, 
4. or, merely becauſe he voted with one ſet of men 
upon ſome occaſions, think it an indiſpenſible 
duty never to join with others in a ſubſequent _ 
queſtion. The man who is actuated by ſo ri- 
diculous a principle, is a ſlave much more than 
a patriot; and, for my part, I ſhould never be 
for truſting any perſon with the liberty of my 
country, who had no liberty of his own. A 
man who would really deſerve the exalted ap- 
pellation of a patriot, muſt not be governed by 
any contracted notions, nor form his idea of 
meaſures merely by the criterion of men. If a 
ſalutary meaſure happens to be propoſed by his 
molt inveterate enemy, tis his invariable buſi- 
neſs to ſupport it; and, if an injudicious pro- 
oſal ſhould at any time be made, he is obliged, 
in his conſcience, to combat it with his utmoſt 
force, though the propoſer ſhould happen to be 
his moſt valuable friend. To ſay, therefore, 
| that Mr. Pitt, upon ſome occaſions, deſerted 
the cauſe of his friends, without proving that 
fuch a deſertion was injurious to the general 
welfare, is only ſaying; that he preferred the inte- 
reſt of the public to the deareit connexions of a 
private nature; and to ſay that he ſometimes 
fupported the meaſures of lord Bute, or his 
greateſt enemies, is only ſaying, that he ſacri- 
fs ced his reſentments, as well as his affections, 
to promote che real ſervice of his country. This, 
in my mind, is the higheſt encomium which 
nag can be paid him; and ſurely nothing 
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could be ſo unlucky for our miſerable n 5 


phleteer, as to lay the foundation of a criminal 2 


charge upon a candour of conduct, which muſt 
do ſuch prodigious honour to the object * _ XY 
accuſation. | 
The pamphleteer, however, will by no means 
allow that this laudable tergiverſation, as I may 
call it, in Mr. Pitt, proceeded from any thing 
but a ſecret luſt of power, and an abſolute ve- 
nality of temper; for, with a degree. of con- 
ſiſtency hardly to be matched in the extenſive. 


Circuits of Grubſtreet, he tells us, in his 16h 


page, that, ever wiſhing to attain and pre- 
„ ſerve power, by any ſacrifice, or any means, 
& and. finding, . ſoon after the acceſſion of his 
< preſent majeſty, that the earl of Bute was in 
< poſſeſſion of the royal ear, he (Mr. Pitt) was 
the firſt, and principal inſtrument of that no- 
4 ble lord's introduction to power, particularly * 


* to the poſt of ſecretary of ſtate, and co- * 


<4 adjutor to himſelf ; which ſhews, as clearly 
«* as any thing can, his early and cloſe connex- 
jon with the favourite. And upon what prin- 
*.ciple could this be done, but the hope of 
thereby laying the foundation of ſecurity to 
Kiek?! | 
Without taking up my readev's attention, by 
animadverting on the happy diſregard of gram- 
'mar in this beautiful quotation, I ſhall only 8 
point out the glaring inconſiſtency contained in 
the aſſertion. In the firſt place he tells us, 
that after lord Bute was in full poſſeſſion of 
5 the royal ear, Mr. Pitt was the firſt and-prin- 
« cipal inftrument of that noble lord's intro- 
6 * duction to _o—_— e as lord _ 


* 


poſſeſſed of the royal car before his advancce- 
ment to office, it muſt naturally follow, that 
Mr. Pitt's friendſhip was utterly unneceſſary 


a hisJordibip's;preferment. By enjoying the 


royal ear, he enjoyed the royal confidence of 
courſe, and therefore ſtood in no need of pro- 


tettion or recommendation. But it ſeems, upon 


the whole, that it is Mr. Pitt who ſtands in 
need of friendſhip, and not the earl of Bute; 
for Mr. Pitt recommends this man, who wants 
no recommendation, merely to ſupport the 
foundation of his on influence, which, about 
this time, begins very viſibly to give way. 
This is ſtill worſe; for if Mr. Pitt's own inte- 
reſt ſtood in need of a ſupport, it cannot be 
ſuppoſed he would have weight enough to eſta- 


bliſh the intereſt of other people. Contradictions 


of this nature are ſo palpable, that I am aſto- 


niſnhed how ignorance itſelf can poſſibly ſuffer 


them to: eſcape, eſpecially where the leaden eye- 
ids of that ignorance are continually kept open 

by the ever-wakeful hand of mahignity. 
The pleaſanteſt part, however, of this ſcrib- 


Pler's aſſertion, is where he talks of Mr. Pitts 


ever wiſhing: to attain and preſerve power by 
4 any ſacrifice, or any means,” Had this charge 

the leaſt foundation either in likelihood or fact, 
I dare ſay the public would have been long ſince 


informed of the grounds upon which it was built: 


the numberleſs writers who, upon Mr. Pitt's re- 
ſignation, took up the pen againſt him, and wha 
were ſuppoſed to be made perfectly acquainted 
with every thing that could depreciate him in 
the opinion of the public, never inſinuated that 
he was turned out of office by the power of 
the favourite, or even diſtantly hinted that he 


had 


f * 


* 
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had offered to make any ſacrifice for the prefers 
vation of his place. On the contrary, the tor- 
rent of their cenſure was directed in quite a 
contrary courſe. They never exclaimed againſt 
his meanneſs, but his pride; and, ſo far from 
telling us of his inclination to temporize, they 
continually ſtunn'd us with his inſolence and 
ambition, in preſuming perpetually to guide: 
Which therefore ſnall we believe, the charge of 

preſumption, or the charge of ſervility? And 
which ſhall we credit, the writers who talk about 
the ungovernable obſtinacy, or the ſlaviſh duc? ' 
tility of his temper? It is impoſſible he ſhould 


both refuſe his place, and ſolicit it; and it is no 


way likely, from lord Bute's ſubſequent conduct, 
that he would have diſplaced Mr. Pitt, had Mrz 

Pitt been, in the very decent language of out 
author, ever wiſhing to attain power by any 
* facrifice, or any means. In the name of won 
der, if the Great Commoner was capable of be- 

coming ſuch an infamous tool, for the ſake off 
preſerving his place, what could poſſibly induce 
him to give it up? If it was worth lord Bute's 
while to come up to his price now, it was worth 
his lordſhip's while then, to have gratified- his 
. avarice or ambition; and he would ſcarcely have 


expoſed himſelf to ſuch a load of univerſal obs 


loquy, out of a particular averſion to the man, 
if he had found the ſtateſman ſo tractable to all 
his wiſhes as he is repreſented by the ingenious 
performance in diſpute. To reconcile, as far 
as he can, the manifeſt contradiction of this 
unfortunate paſſage, he thus goes on in his very 
next paragraph: - - 1 ; 
When the favourite had gained the aſcen- 
* dancy, and had formed deſigns incompatible 
DES oo | « with 


. K 2. 1 
0 with the honour' of the crown, and the inte: 
<* reſt of the kingdom; when he had drawn 
* the ſubſtance and the ſhadow of ſtrength like- 
- © wiſe from the Great Commoner, and defeated 
4 him alſo in his mighty deſign upon Spain 
* then, even then, notwithſtanding this inſult, 
and many others, ſuch was either his luſt for 
office, or his friendſhip for the favourite, 
that he would have ſacrificed his haughty 
. over- bearing ſpirit to a ſufferance of remain- 

ing in office, and ſubmitred to a controul 

_ © not only contradictory of all his former prin- 

«© ciples, but infamous in the eyes of the pub- 

«lic: had it not been for the ſpirited and truly 

c patriotic reſentment of his moſt noble friend 

and relation earl Temple, who, with a mag- 
' nanimity almoſt peculiar to himſelf, diſdained 

to wear the chains, or put on the -livery of 
« ſuch an incompetent ſtateſman, ſuch a con- 
<* temptible being; and at firſt ſtrongly urged, 
and at length roxcp the CouMONYER into 
_ reſignation, which he accompanied with his 
* own, to give an example of ſpirit and re- 
ſiſtance to an uſurpation ſo exccedingly dan- 
e gerous to both court and people.“ 

- Here, gentle reader, we have another feat 
of Hocus-pocus.—Our author's arguments, like 
| Sterling's Garden in the Clandeſtine Marriage, 
are crintum crankum, Zig-2ag, here and there, to 
and again; io that we can never ſee farther into 

his meaning than into the ſerpentine ſweeps of 
that money- loving citizen. —Yet, ſurely, it is a 
little odd that Mr. Pitt, who in the firſt quota- 
tion was ſo ready to make any ſacrifice for the 

reſervation of his office, would in the fecond 
4 ſuffer himſelf to be forced: out of Place, merely 
. 
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to gratify the reſentments of lord Temple. 
Here, to argue upon the author's own prin- 
ciples, and to admit that Mr. Pitt's reſignation 
was entirely the reſult of lord Temple's advice, 
yet, we find the reſignation, at any rate, totally 
repugnant to the poſitive aſſertion in regard to 
Mr. Pitt's everlaſting readineſs. of making any 
facrifice, rather than forego the advantages E* 
his place. Here, we ſee, 7 5 to oblige a frien 
he could on the contrary ſacrifice the maſter-wiſh 
of his heart, according to our author; and even 
break, in the moſt public manner, with the 


very favourite whom he was ſo tremblingly fear- 


ful of offending, rather than give the worthy 
lord, his brother-in-law, the leaſt foundation 
for complaint. What a pity is it, that lord 
Temple would not take example by the conduct 
of Mr. Pitt, and ſhew an equal degree of regard 


for the illuſtrious commoner. Private conver- 


ſations had not then been ſhamefully - tortured in- 
to a thouſand time-ſerving forms; nor had the 
ſacred communications of inviolable ſecrecy been 
wire-drawn into meanings no leſs repugnant to 
truth, than ſhameful to en. The galled 


barks. however, will wince, and we mult na- 


turally allow thoſe people to ſpeak a little, 


who feel a great deal. Mr. Pitt, not chooſing 
to employ the miſerable financier, who would 
deſtroy our colonies for a pepper-corn; and, 


nor. caring any longer to ſupport his lordſhip's 


little-minded refentments, at the expence of his 
country, tis no wonder that the illuſtrious earl 
ſhould now {quirt his impotent invectives, even 


: at a friend, and a brother, who had ſo unpardon- 


ably prevented the gratification of his revenge, 
- r e he knows the great 
M eee 
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commoner is perfectly acquainted with his mo- 
tives, and that none, but the very canaille in- 
deed, will forbear to behold the proceeding with 
contempt. But, I beg the reader's pardon for 
a digreſſion of ſo little importance, and ſhall go 
on with my examination of our accurate author, 
As, from the 16th to the 31ſt page, the wri- 
ter's whole aim is to fhew, that lord Bute was 
"continually foliciting the return of this man to 
government, who would facrifice any thing for a 
place, and even, going in diſguiſe, at midnight, 
to his houſe,” in order to effect that capital de- 
ſign, I ſhall proceed, at once, to the principles 
of the late change in the miniſtry, when Mr. 
Pitt thought proper to come in; the ſubſtance 
of the whole thirty-ſeven pages being already 
anſwered in my animadverſion on the paſſages, 
which I extracted immediately from the per- 
formance. In the thirty. ſeventh page the author 
comes to cloſe quarters, and I muſt, therefore, 
be pretty cautious how I manage my argument, 
for fear of being foiled by fo material a caſuiſt. 
We come now, (ſays our pamphleteer) to 
this laſt negetiation; the grand critefion by 
„ which the diſintereſted, 2 public will 
judge of the Great Commoner's character, 
© Affiſted in ſome meaſure, - as they doub leſs 
| . Fill be, by the ſeveral irrefutable facts already 
|< 58 related; many of which naturally lead and 
* tend to an explanation of this Great, and to 
the world, unexpected event. A mnezotration 
„ inftirured by the Favourite, and carried on by 
the noble Lawyer lately removed from his own 
department to another high office in the ſtate, 
* and haſtened, too, by embracing of the firſt 
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te the cabinet, and from thence to pronounce | 
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ce 
who directly after his coming to town, waited 


on his M. at Richmond. Next day (July 16, 
1766) his lordſhip received a very affectionate | 


(6 
ce 


« 


cc 


the incapacity and weakneſs of the ſuppoſed 


* Miniſters, The error laſt year had been in 
« conſulting lord Temple i, This year ano- 


ther method was taken, Mr. Pitt was firſt ap- 
plied to; and after that gentleman had a con- 
ference firſt with the late lord C hancellor, and 
then with his M. lord Temple was ſent for, 


letter from Mr. Pitt, then at North-End, 


4 © Hampſtead, deſiring to ſee his lordſhip there, 


cc 


as his health would not permit him to come 
to town, His lordſhip went, and Mr. Pitt 


acquainted him, that his M. had been graci- 
. oully pleaſed to ſend for him to form an ad- 


miniſtration; and as he thought his lordſhip 


 Tndifþenſable, he deſired his M. to ſend for 


him, and to put him at the head of the Trea- 
ſary; and that he himſelf would take the poſt 


of Privy Seal, The Commoner then pro- 
duced a liſt of ſeveral perſons, which he ſaid 
He had fixed upon to go in with his lordſhip; 
and which he added was not to be altered, 
Lord Temple ſaid, that he had had the honour 


of a ehen a, with his M. at Richmond the 
evening before, and that he did not under- 


« ſtand from what 8 ed between them, that 


Mr. Pitt was to 
form every part of the e if he 


b/olute Maſter, and to 


had, he would not have given himſelf the 


trouble of coming to Mr. Pitt upon that ſub- 


« ject, being determined to come in upon an 


6 


cc 


equality with Mr. Pitt, in caſe he was to oc- 
Fam the moſt reſponſible place under the 
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government. And as Mr. Pitt had choſen 
* only a Side-Place, without any reſponſibility 
& annexed to it, he ſhould inſiſt upon ſome of 
his friends being in the Cabinet Offices with 
4e him, and in whom he could confide; which 
&* he thought Mr. Pitt could have no objection 
& to, as he muſt be ſenſible he could not come 
& in with honour, unleſs he had ſuch nomina- 
4 tion; nor did he deſire, but that Mr. Pitt 
* ſhould have his ſhare of the nomination of his 
friends. And his lordſhip added, that he 
* made a ſacrifice of his brother, Mr. George 
* Grenville, who, notwithſtanding his being en- 
* tirely out of place, and excluded from all 
connection with the intended ſyſtem, would, 
e nevertheleſs, ſupport the meaſures of their 
& 2dminiſtration: that it was his idea to eonci- 
& liate all parties, which was the ground that 
&« had made Mr. Pitt's former adminiſtration ſo 
reſpectable and glorious ; and to form upon 
« Te ſolid baſis 5 Union, an able and reſpon- 
„ fible adminiſtration, to brace the relaxed 
4 finews of government, retrieve the honour of 
; ® the crown, and purſue the permanent intereſt 
* of the public. But that if Mr. Pitt inſiſted 
| < upon a ſuperior dictation, and did not chuſe 
to join in a plan deſigned for the reſtoration 
4 of that Union, which at no time was ever ſo 
. neceſſary, he deſired the conference might be 
broke off, and that Mr. Pitt would give him- 
6e ſelf no further trouble about him, for that hge 
« would not ſubmi it to the propoſed condi- 
„„ 
de Mr. Pitt, however, inſiſted upon continu- 
s ing the conference; and aſked, who thoſe 
& * perſons were whom his — intended for 
60 ſome | 
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u ſome of the cabinet i NO His lou 
* ſhip anſwered, that one, in particular, was a 
© noble lord of approved character, and known' 
5 abilities, ' who. had laſt year refuſed. the 
office now offered to him [lord Temple} | 
though preſſed to it in the ſtrongeſt manner, 
© by the duke of Cumberland, and the duke of 
c Newcaſtle; and who, being their common 
friend, he did not ** Mr. Pitt himſelf had 
in conte tion. This worthy and reſpect- 
able e lord Lyttelton. 2 
5 cluſion of this ſentence,” Mr. Pitt faid, Good 
© God, how ean you compare him to the duke 
« of Grafton, lord Shelburne; and Mr. Conway? 
© Beſides, ſaid he, 1 have taken the privy ſeal, 
and he cannot bete gen Lord Lemple then 
4 mentioned the 0 prefident: ” upon 
„ which Mr. Pit dad that could not be, po | 
he had engaged the precedency: but, lays we” 
4 lord Lyttelton may have à penfion. To which _ 
« lord Temple immediately — fl that will 
„ never do; nor would he ſtain the bud of his 
„ adminiftration with an accumulation of Pen- 
« fions. It is true, Mr. Pitt vouchſafed to per- 
mit the noble lord to nominate his oun board; 
but at che fame time inſiſted; that, if two per- 
c ſons of that board, (Thomas Townſhend, and 
* George Onſlow, eſqrs.) were turned out, they 
«ſhould have a compenſation, i i. e. . pens. 8 
Mr. Pitt next aſked, what perſon his lord- 
<« ſhip had in his thoughts for ſecretary of ſtate? 
« His > tori anſwered, lord Gower, a man of 
& great abilities, and whom he knew to be 
„ equal to any Mr. Pitt had named, and of 
much greater alliance; and in whom he meant 
E. And hoped to 2 conciliate a great and 
5 0 


At the con- 
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37 «:powetful * party, in order to widen - and 
ſtrengthen — bottom of his adminiſſ ration, 
and to vacate even the idea of oppoſition; 
* thereby to reſtore unanimity in parliament, 
*-and confine every good man's attention to 
ei the real objects of his country's welfare. 
„ And his lordſhip added, that he had never- 
imparted his deſign to lord Gower, nor did he 
know whether that noble lord would accept 
«of it*, but mentioned it now, only as a com- 
rehenſive meaſure, to attain the great end 
7 1E withed, of reſtoring unanimity by a re- 
* conciliation of parties, that the ＋ -"þ of the 
nation might go on without interruption, and 
become the only buſineſs of parliament. But 
Mr. Pitt re] jede this propoſal, evidently heal- 
6 ing as it appeared, by ſaying, that he had de- 


4 termined Mr. Conway ſhould ſtay in his pre- 


1 2 office, and that he had lord Shelburne to 
ropoſe for the other office, then held by the 
61 KS ar of Richmond; ſo that there remained 
4; 5 room for lord Gower. This lord Temple 
er ſaid, was coming to his firſt prepoſition. of 
being ſole and abſolute dictator, to which no 
conſideration ſhould ever induce him to ſub- 
mit. And therefore he inſiſted upon ending 
, the conference; which he did with ſaying, 
That if he had been firſt called upon by the 
K. he ſhould have conſulted Mr. Pitt's ho- 
„ nour, with regard to the arrangements of mi- 
6 -niſters, and have given him an equal ſhare-in. 
A the nomination; er m1 he thought himſelf 
*,jll-treated by Mr. Pitt, in his not e 
the like conduct. N | 
Lord Temple afterwards wrote to lord Gower, to ex- 
rr . T 
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The great point which the public h to 
conſider on this occaſion is, the welfare of the 
- kingdom; and therefore the- queſtion will na- 
turally be, which of the two was the moſt com- 

petent judge, or the moſt ſtrenuous friend of 
that welfare, lord Temple or Mr. Pitt. Lord 
Temple, though he has poſſeſſed ſome very - 
conſiderable offices in the government, has 
never been remarkable for any aſtoniſhing ſhare 
of abilities; and, till his reſignation with Mr. 
Pitt on the firſt acceſſion of his preſent ma- 
jeſty, he was looked upon merely as an inoffen- 
five good-natured nobleman, who had a very 
fine ſeat, and was always ready to indulge any 
body with a walk in his garden, or look at his 
furniture; how he has ſuddenly commenced 
ſuch a ſtateſman as to be- put in competition 
with Mr. Pitt, is what I am at a loſs to 
determine; but this I will take upon me to ſay, 
| that, had he not faſtened himſelf into Mr: Pitt's 


train, and acquired by his affinity ſuch an in- 
tereſt in the hiſtory of that great man, he 


might have crept out of life with as little notice 
as he crept in, and gone off with no other de- 
gree of credit than that of adding a ſingle 
unit to the bills of mortality. Had J an in- 
clination to gratify any malicious merrineſs of 
temper, I have here an opportunity of being 
extremely pleaſant with his lordſhip I might 
Call upon the pamphleteer to give me a ſingſe 
inſtance in which this kingdom ever received 
any one benefit at his hands; I might aſk him 
in what thoſe wonderful qualifications conſiſt 
which render him a proper perſon to appoint 
half the great officers of the government; and 
J might alk if it was not even a 3 a 
it's 


1 2 1 3 
Pitt's unremitting- » friendſhip and brotherly af. 

fection to nominate this mighty man himſelf to 
a place of ſuch. conſequence as the firſt ſeat of 
the Treaſury; for my part I really think this 
ene of Mr. Pitt's greateſt errors; and I do not 


w but ſome future writer may uſe it as an 
object of the ſevereſt animadverſion. 5 
When the intelligent reader comes therefore 
0 conſider the caſe coolly ; when he reflects 
that the greateſt luſtre of this nobleman's cha- 
racter proceeds from his baſking in the meri- 
dian blaze of Mr. Pitt's ants day and when 
he, in fact, recollects, that his being an earl, and 
poſſeſſing an ample eſtate, are the only advan- 
tages which he can boaſt. above the common 
claſſes of men; I ſay, when the reader recollects 
all this, he will think with me that the noble lord 


In diſpute had much more reaſon to be thagkful 


that he himſelf was; to be employed in ſo capi- 
tal an office, than cauſe to be offended at being 
denied the privilege of appointing any body 
elſe. Men of moderate abilities have no right 
to extraordinary indulgences; yet ſuch is the 
. weakneſs of human nature, chat, inſtead of a 
modeſt conſciouſneſs of our incapacity, we al- 
ways demand that regard Which wWe rective en- 
tirely from the goodneſs, of our friends, as a 
zuſtice due to Our own merit; and fer that 
down as the reſult of our own intrinſic worth, 
Which in fact is the mere effect of their civility. 
So far therefore is Mr. Pitt to be cenſured for 
refuſing lord Temple a liberty of nominati 
half the great officers, that lord Temple. ae; 


| in my mind entertain a very extraordinary 
opinion of himſelf before he could have teme- 


| 9 4 Abb think of requiring ſuch a nomi- [| 


nation. 1 
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nation. I ſhall readily grant the pamphleteer, 8 


that had his lordſhip been a man of Mr. Pitt's . 
abilities and conſideration in the ſtate, it would 
have been wrong to deny him any mark of defe- 
rence which was ſhewn that gentleman; but 
when he was not coming in, in conſequence of 
his own deſerts, but riſing entirely upon the 

weight of his brother-in-law's influence, it would 
be madneſs to ſtrip that brother-in-law of the 
juſtice which was due to his ſuperior worth, 
merely for the fake of placing it in incompetent 
hands: what ſignifies mincing matters; the noble 
lord in queſtion, had proved his incompetency 
in the American Stamp- Act; and, to mend the 
matter, was even making a merit of not employ- 
ing his brother Mr. G. — one of the moſt 
unfortunate ſtateſmen. that had ever been ſeen 

in this kingdom. His lordſhip of courſe was a 
pretty judge of merit; and to be ſure, nothing 
could be more judicious than to think of ſetring 
him in ne with the illuſtrious com- 
Having thus replied to the pamphleteer, in in re- 
latte, to the patrons demand of nominating half 
the great officers, I ſhall now conclude, with 2 
general obſervation upon what he ſays in regard 
to lord Temple's E — being a healing 

one, and likely to reconcile the differences fo 
* long and ſo . 8 ily fabſiſting between the 

<« great people of this kingdom.“ The pamph- 
leteer tells us, that lord Temple A to 

« unite all parties, and had no diſlike whatſo- 

ever to any ſet of men.“ If this be the caſe, 
| why did he refuſe joining with the adminiſtra- 
tion which Mr. Pitt had nominated? The duke 
of Grafton was ſurely a perſon of as much abili- 

N 


oy 
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ty as lord Lyttleton; and the earl of Shelburne, 
without any offence to lord Gower, was, at 


leaſt, a man of as much conſequence as his lord- 
ſhip. Of courſe therefore, the bottom of lord 


Temple's adminiſtration would have been as 
bread with theſe two noblemen as with the earl 
Gower and lord Lyttleton; ſo that, if it was the 
public intereſt by which lord Temple was actu- 
ated, he muſt have been greatly , unmindful, or 
greatly ignorant of it, to inſiſt upon a partial ap- 

intment of officers. ' But the truth is, lord 
Temple bad for four or five years heard himſelf 


_ conſtantly mentioned with Mr. Pitt, and through 


ſome unaccountable fatality, imagined himſelf 
a man of equal conſequence. Hence, though, 
according to the pamphleteer, he had no objettion 


to any party, and wanted to conciliate all, he would 


not come into government without chooſing his 
own ſet of men, and 1 an oppoſition 
himſelf, by way of removing oppoſition in 


every other quarter. Happily, however, Mr. 


Pitt, who was beſt acquainted with his lordſhip's 

capacity, would not ſuffer ſo many principal 
employments to lie at his mercy. The public 
are highly obliged to him, and when they recol- 


lect who is at the head of the Treaſury now, I 1 
dare ſay, there are but very few who will feel 


any concern at lord Temple's refuſing to come 
in without a liberty of nominating to one half of 
the offices. Upon the whole, notwithſtanding 
lord Temple's affected repugnance to the earl 

of Bute. that patriotic nobleman, we ſee, was 


ready to join what his pamphleteer ſtigmatizes 


as the favourite's party, if he could have ob- 
tained but the diſpoſal of two or three places. 


4 
; 
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He was ready, our author ſays, very candidly; 
to join any ſet of men; and, fo far from being 
deſirous to ſupport a party againſt the mighty 
object of his averſion lord Bute, he wanted to 
remove the very idea of parties, and was moſt 
earneſtly ſolicitous to reconcile all. Admitting 
therefore, what has not yet appeared, that Mr. 
Pitt has actually joined the earl of Bute, has 
he done more than what the incorruptible lord 
his brother-in-law (agreeable to the repreſenta- 
tion of his own deſpicable eulogiſt,) was eagerly 
inclined to do, though he now exclaims ſo vehe- 
mently againſt Mr. Pitt on that very account, 
and mentions his behaviour as a moſt infamous 
inſtance of ambition and venality? 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


INCE the NEB of the foregoing ſheets, 2 
8 freſh attack has been made upon Mr. Pitt's cha- 
racter in a pamphlet called An Paiembiadid * 

the Principles and boaſted Diſintereſledneſs of a late right 
honourable Gentleman. The author of this performance 
ſeems maſter of a ſtile conſiderably ſuperior to the writer 
of the Enquiry, but bis arguments are principally 
drawn from the aſſertions contained in that piece; with 
this difference, however, that he does not ſeem to think 
Mr. Pitt in the leaſt connected with the earl of Bute ; 
on the contrary, he even condemns the illuſtrious Com- 
moner for exerciſing a greater ſhare of power than that 
noble lord ever exerciſed; and ſtigmatizes him, from 
à ſuppoſition, of his being a higher favourite with his 

majeſty. 

Tis not a little unfortunate for the enemies of Mr. 
Pitt, that writers who concur ſo enerally in their ac- 
counts of his conduct, ſhould dilfent in ſo material a 
point; the one repreſents him as the immediate tool, 
the abſolute ſycophant of lord Bute; the other ſets him 
forth as an overbearing demagogue, impatient of con- 
troul ; ambitiouſly aſpiring at a deſpotic influence in the 
adminiſtration ; 3 and inſolently diſpoſing of all the im- 
portant offices in the kingdom. Both writers are actu- 
ated by the ſame motives ; they acknowledge the ſame 
ends. And, the author of the EXAMINATION, even 
Peer ſo far as to recommend the Enquiry into Mr. 
itt's behaviour, very warmly to the attention of the 
public. Now, which of theſe worthy gentlemen will 
the reader honour with his confidence? On which ſleeve 
will the impartial be inclined to pin their political faith ? 
Which will they credit, the man who tells us, that Mr. 
Pitt is the minion of lord Bute ; or the perſon who 
aſſures us that he has ſurpaſſed theicelebrated favourite 
in ambition, and commenced a much more formidable | 
ſavourite himſelf ? | 
The ſenſible reader has already ſeen in the b | 


from the Exquiry, how much the writer of that pretty 
compolition, 
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compoſition, is offended at Mr. Pitt's ſervility, in re 
ing to be an inſtrument of deſpoticiſm in the hands of 


lord Bute, and meanly accepting a place in the admi- 


niſtration, without either conſequenec or power. | 
vs now ſce what the author of the EXAMINATION 

ſays, in regard to Mr. Pitt's acceſſion to place. 
I have not enough of a political, exciſeman about 
« me, to be able to gauge the veracity of a ſtateſman, 
& or. to know. what will be the nett contents of his af- 


© ſertions ; but in the common courſe. of bulineſs, ; 


“ man, who had made the declarations which J hear 


cc him make on the neceſſity of, Temper 5 Harmony, and 


cc an union of all Parties, who had been ſent for upon 


cc the ſtrength of theſe declarations, and whoſe fult pro- 


t poſitian was in direct contradiction to them, would 
« in-the City be called, not a good man. He appears to 
te me to be exactly i in the ſame form, with the man who 

« gains admittance into your houſe, by his ſpecious 
e promiſes in advertiſements to kill your rats, and who 
e leaves your houſe filled with thoſe rats which, he has 


<introduced, in agg to ſecute to himſelf conſtant em- 


t ployment.. But be it that the end ſenctiſies the 
<< means; and. if tbe, acquiſition of miniſterial power 
<« may be con ſideredios a conqueſt, to uſe the expreflion 
<& which Tacitus, I remember, puts into the mouth of 
<< that able Partizan CIvILIs, Vidioriæ Rationem non 
«© reddi. Having now the power in his hands, his fir 

ce plan ought to have been, to have cxecuted the power 
« which be did not heſitate to accept, to bave taken an 
< office, which made him reibe; to acknowledge 
te that he had poſſeſſed the influence, which he has uſed 
4 ſuch pains to ſecure, and ſuch methods to engtoſs; 
4 and to ſtand forth, as the Guide of that Münte 


40 which he had formed. 


« Tf this was rendered impoſſible b. the uncertain 
« ſtate of his health, his duty to himſelf, to the Public, 
% and to the Crown, required him to decline a power 
* which he could not execute; and to leave thoſe to 
form the plans of Government, who mult be anfwer- 
able for the juſtice of them. To take, as he has 
« done, the ee and the Advantages without 
„the Burthens; and while he directs the Puppets, to 
vc * Rand pekind the = and expoling them to the dan- 


66 ger 
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c ger, rejoice in his bine Cure, is à conduct which can 
« proceed but from one motive. It was indeed in his 


&« power to have formed a Miniſtry by eoncert; and it 


ée zppeats, that his noble relation was diſpoſed to have 


Accepted, what is, in time of peace; the moſt laborious 


and moft reſponſible office in the kingdom, upon a 
ce plan of general union. But our Miaiſter thought it 
e moſt for his glory and intereſt, that his peculiar de- 


c pendents ſhould be placed in the firſt offices of the © 


<« kingdom ; and that himſelf, without any hazard, 


ee ſhould nominate and direct the whole; while his bro- 


ce ther might, if he had choſen it, have undertaken the 


ec office of buſineſs, joined with a ſet of men from whom 


c he had publicly differed on points of the greateſt im- 
© portance, and unfupported by any voice but his own, 


&& and that of one lord, from whom he was with diffi» 


re culty admitted to procure a ſeat.” t. 
Here, we plainly find, notwithſtanding all the deſpica» 


ble infinuations, relative to Mr. Pitt's being uſed entire - 


ly as the tool of the celebrated favourite, they are totally 
without foundation; (if any credit is to be given to our 
5 . writer); and that the principal aceuſation laid to 

his charge, is his refuſing to employ thoſe perſons who 
were honoured with lord Temple's recommendation, 
in preference to thoſe for whoſe abilities he himſelf en- 
tertained the greateft reſpect. I muſt, therefore, again 
repeat my queſtion : which of the two writers is to be 
credited'? For, Mr. Pitt cannot, at the ſame time, 


be a contemptible Tool and an overbearing demagogue z 


he cannot, himſelf, be acting under the direction of a 
powerful favourite, and yet, at the very inſtant, dire&- 
ing the entire buſineſs of the kingdom. While our to 
writers contradict themſelves ſo palpably,, every ratio- 


nal mind muſt deſpiſe their aſſertions; and treat the 


moſt plauſible arguments of both with that deteſtation 


to which they are intitled, on account of their infam- 


ous fal ſehood and malignity. 


The more, in fact, that a diſpaſſionate enquirer exa- 


mines into the writings: of thoſe maſterly caſuiſts, Who 
have taken up the pen againſt Mr. Pitt, the more cauſe - 


he will find for admiring the candour and relolunon of 


his conduct; and the more cauſe, he will alſo had, for 
abhorring the little- minded rancour of his diſappointed 
. 1 enemies. 
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enemies. Had he indulged lord Temple with the ap- 
pointment of half the great officers, he would have ſtill 
continued immacculate; his character would have re- 
ceived even an additional degree of luſtre; and thoſe 
pens which are now buſieſt to traduce his fame, would 
then have been the firſt to celebrate his virtue. But, 
hinc ille Lachryme : becauſe he preferred the glory of his 
ſovereign to the ties of affinity, and was leſs ſenſible to 
the private calls of friendſhip, than to the public exi- 
gencies of his country, he is now markedout as the ob- 
. ject of unceaſing ſcurrility, and the thouſand tongues of 
ander are to be ſteeped in aggravated gall, to dart in- 
ceſſant ſtains upon his reputation. Happily, however, 
the public, though naturally credulous, are generally 
juſt; the ſpecious plauſibility of intereſted repreſentation 
may impoſe upon them at firſt, but they only want a 
candid ftate of matters to decide with 8 —— o- 
that public, therefore, I appeal, whether Mr. Pitt was 
not much more right, when he found the management 
of affairs in his hang, to appoint thoſe of whoſe abilities 
he himſelf was <6nvinced, than to nominate ſuch as 
were 3 with lord Temple's recommen- 
dation—but, lord Temple wanted ſome officers in go- 
vernment with him, from whom he could expect an 
actual ſupport, Why? What better ſupport could he 
Have than from Mr. Pitt? The illuſtrious Commoner 
would ſcarcely raiſe the noble lord to the firſt employ- 
ment in the kingdom, with an intention of. iid 
ing any deſign which he might form for the benefit of 
his country. A ſuppolition, therefore, that he ſhould . 


not be ſupported by Mr. Pitt, was a kind of tacit ac- 


 knowledgment, that his lordſhip had ſome latent deſigns - 
in view, which he thought would be repugnant to tne 
opinion of his; illuſtrious brother-in-law. Perhaps; as 
' the was to be afliſted by that able financier, Mr. George 
_ Grenville, who had ſo judiciouſly embroiled us with our 
colonies, and whoſe meaſures his lordſhip had himſelf 

ſo patriotically. defended, another American Stamp- 
Duty might be in agitation, to raiſe the credit of the 
mother-country, and to plunge her into inevitable 


deſtruction. Mr. Pitt, of courſe, who beſt knew the 


-flrpderneſs of his lordſhip's capacity, and had recently 
teen what an incompetent judge he was of the national 
welfare, 


EE 


welfare, was right to be on his guard, nor could he,. 


cConſiſtently with his conſcience or his. honour, inveſt 
the noble lord with ſuch a power as he ridiculouſly 
thought fit to demand. The great commoner ws 1 
the man, but he could not eſteem the politician; and, 


I will do him the juſtice to ſuppoſe, that notwithſtand= 


ing the excels of his fraternal affection for lord Temple, 
he would neyer have mentioned him as a proper premier 
for the Treaſury, had he not himſelf kindly intended to 

adviſe him upon all occaſions of importance; and de- 
termined, that no incapacity in his lordſhip: ſhould be 
prejudicial to the good of the public. The worthy lord, 


therefore, has no cauſe in nature to complain of a want 
of tenderneſs in Mr. Pitt,  fince that great man, if he 


was not actually expoſing his own character to cenſure, | 


on account of his lordſhip's advancement to ſo great an 


office as the head of the "Treaſury, was at any rate, will- 


ing to give his locdſhip both the credit of diſcharging 
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place into the bargain. 


| Be this conjecture, however, 4s it may ; neverthe- x 


leſs, as Mr. Pitt was abſolutely appointed Hy the .good- 
neſs and wiſdom of the ſovereign to form a permanent 
adminiſtration; as his own honour, the peace of his 
king, and the ſecurity of his country, were all at Rake, 
it would have been idle, it would have been criminal, 
to think of paying an unneceſſary, an unmerited compli- 
ment to any relation; and conſequently, it was not 
with lord Temple's eyes that mig lers were to be ſeen, 
but his own. It was not from hearſay worth which he 
was to judge, but from abſolute conviction ; and it did 
not at all follow, that, becauſe he entertained a high opi- 
nion of that noble lord's integrity, that he ſhould enter- 
tain as high an opinion of his underſtanding. Thoſe 
who poſſeſs the greateſt ſhare of our eſteem, are not al- 
ways the molt intelligent part of our acquaintance; and 


nothing would be often more dangerous, than to truſt 


people with the management of ſome important con- 
cern, merely becauſe they are bound to us by affinity or 
affection. In one of the moſt capital debates that ever 
came under the conſideration of the kingdom, I mean, 
the repeal of the American Stamp-Act, Mr. Pitt and 
his illuſtrious brother-in-law were diametrically oppo- 
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dee ig che Gpinions;, and; in the preſent eile, they 
4 thought different with regard to the filling up of” 
dies The queſtion therefore is, who. was the beſt 
| judge of officers ?' Or, to uſe a word which has been a 
| thouſand times judicroufly tacked to Mr. Pitt's name, 
_ who was the propereſt perſon to guide] The illuſtrious 
Commoner immediately appointed for. that purpoſe by 


the ſovereign, or the noble lord, who was not thought 
| of by the ſovereigh at all? The illuſtrious commoner, 
| univelfally allowed tq be the greateſt ſtateſman this 
' cquntry ever produced; or the noble lord, who, as I 
have repeatedly obſeryed, acquired all his reputation "i 
from. his connexion. with that commoner? What ſigni- N 
Hes inſalting the ſenſible reader with theſe queſtions? * 
When Mr. Pite formerly guided our affairs, we were a 1 
© glorious and a iptented people. Ever ſince he threw = 
| up the reins of government, we hae been diſtracted 
: with jealouſies, diſappointments, and diſtreſs. And 
farely, if men who. poſſeſs ſuch talents and influence as 
the duke of Graftdv; Jord Shelburne, and Mr. Charles 
Townſhend oughtht no derogation from their conſę- 


Jusee to l under bis direction, lord Temple could 
fuer but a ſatall diminutiop of credit by an equal ac- 


. net at), Sto 
* 


Ce; ſince, bowever reſpectable he may be on 

the feore of fortune, and private worth, he is, alas l but 

comparatively ag dene in regard to abilities. In- 

ſtead therefore of feeling any refeatment, that Mr. Pitt 

 fhould deny lord Tempfe a right of appointing one half 

1 of the great officers, I cannot ſuppreſs my indignation, - 
when 1 think of his lordſhip's making ſo prepoſterous a 
demand. It obliges me, in oppofition'to my will, to 

. animadvert a little upon the foundation of the demand; 

| and forces me to expoſe both the vanity, and the pre - 

1 fumption of it, in glaring colours to the public. 

| But ſurely, nothing can be pleaſamer in the ene- 
mies of Mr. Pitt, than to condemn him with the moſt 

_ unremwitting degree of acrimony, for that very mode of 
conduct, which in lord Temple is made an object of 
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the higheſt admiration. | 
It is not potable,” (fays the author of the Exami- 

Nation) „ but that this Nobleman, in the courſe of 44 

* a long political life, muſt have contracted his Po- 8 

e litical Priendſhips and Diſlikes; but the 3 | 
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* IS not propoſe him for any 


＋ the forming a 8 -came in view, he diveſte 
40 22 of both. He ſaw Aer to 1 it ſtreng th 
* ano reputation, it was neceſſar ring into the 
<« public ſervice, all the ability — 2 HAY which 
40 was to be found in any arty; A e from thence 
tc one maſs of power and Ae opoſed, there 
<. fore, aà plan of general eomprehenfſion, to. give Aa 
*< proof of the total removal of all Party dee yy | 
cc by calling into office a Nobleman, whoſe g 
be with Ar Duke, as woll as the eſtectm — 
< tained of him, would unite to-them a very formidable 
< ſquadron. This propoſal, ta which no perſonal in- 
tc tereſt, nothing but the ſpirit of maderation an public - 
<< zeal,-could. give riſe, - was. rejected at oneez an | 
« Mr. PxTT refuſed to admit, one fingle perſon.) who he. 
| 7 ventured to differ from bim 3, while he p: | 
e TRAIL x, to unite himſelf to thoſe who we al known - | 
< to. entertain ſentiments. direQly: come to his n. 
c But this Nobleman, facrificed reſentments 5 
only, but what muſt have colt bin ch more pain, 
“his affections too, for. the ſake lie Union a 
60 << thoug be muſt have wiſhed; = bis Adainiſtrati 
d.. receive the benefit c x Brother's bens: 


h he could from no perſon, allured off f 4 — 
| D cordial ſupport - yet - is. 2 7 
40 reaſons, it is well known for this? 5 7 25 bes | 4 


oF Ing? * | * » 


< might not be attributed to private motves: *. 
The intelligent reader will recollech it is urged 2s a 
very capital crime in Mr. Pitt, thathefacrificed his re. 
ſentments againſt. many gentlemen, who,: upon former 
occaſions, oppoſed him with the greateſt degree of ve- 
hemence; and has even now conſented to take ſome of 
them into the adminiſtration. - Yet, ſurely, if it was 
ſo culpable in Mr. Pitt to eſtabliſh a comprehenſive plan 
for the removal of all party diſtinction, a deſign of the 
ſame nature cannot be zuſtly conſidered as a matter of 
any extraordinary merit in lord Temple. If the action 
is criminal on one fide of the queſtion, how can it de- 
ſerve ſo loud an applauſe upon the other? or, if it be 
fo exalted an inſtance of public virtue in lord Temple, 
to ſacrifice Mr. George Grenville to the pational quiet, 


mult it not be conſidered as an equal inſtance of public 
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virtue in Mr. Pitt to ſacrifice his lordſhip, where ſüuch 2 
facrifice became 'equally requifite for the good of the 
kingdom? Mr, Pict's reſentments and affetitons,” are 
ſurely to the full as important as his lordfhip's; and if 
thoſe of the latter re to be mentioned with an air of ſo 
much conſequence, we cannot, in juſtice, detiy thoſe 
bf the former a neceſſary ſhare of weight: But; alas! 

Where ſuch a man as lord Temple is placed in the bal- 
lance againſt ſuch a man as Mr. Pitt, and where our 
patriotic writers think it bard that he ſhould hot have 
the ſame degree of deference paid him by his country, 
* can we expect either equity or reaſoning? The 
ume ſtupidity which firſt of all ſup poſes the equality, 
will ftill continue to blunder; and we muſt haturally 
find all: the conſequences erroneous, where there is fo 
' vnaccountable an, abſurdity in the main faundation, of | 


pon the Whole, it is inconteftibly evident, that the 1 


mortification which lord Temple's adwirers hare ſuſ- 
jined, in finding their idol fo infinitely lets zn object ” 
pan What they ond conſidered him, has given birth * 
deo zul the patriotic paphlets which are now*contiriually | 
_ flung from the preis againſt Mr. Pitt. is pot becauſe |» 
X. Pitt has act$d in oppoſition to the intereſt of his 
F edunery, 28 is fait on ches der wand, or, becanſ® He bs 
eg age Bute. "5 they em on the pthery that o. 
2 ons the +> ,tlclt of their exclanjations; tik becauſe 
Mir. Pitt would not facrifice his country to their wishes, uu 
and give them ſuch an oppottupity ot gratifying Wo | {| 
intolence ard ambition, as was greedily coveted hy the 
Vanity of their hearts, andthe littſeneis of their under- 
Kandings. The public eye i& now open, and oo upon 
their intamous machinations with contempt. The world 
is to be no longer duped; with the repreſentations of an 
envious malevolence, or a'difappointed incapieity ; and 
_ thoſe who have bafely endeavoured to Rab the cHaracter 
of an illaſtriohs patriot, will find, though he may be 
wounded ſor an hour, that univerſal. difgrace and de- 
teſtation will be their only reward ia the hd. 
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